
Queen Colour of the Year
2017 is:  YELLOW

WVBKA Charity Registration 
Number: 517008

Diary Dates

• October 8th Honey show

• November 22nd  
   Planning meeting

• December 9th 
   Pre-Christmas lunch

§

Honey show and harvest lunch 
8th October
There is still time to get your 
entries together for the Honey 
show on the 8th October at 
Poston Mill.  Our show is a 
friendly affair and provides a 
meeting where you can come 
and chat with other beekeepers 
and talk about what has 
happened through the season.  
You have to ‘be in it to win it’, so 
bring along some of the honey 
your bees have collected and 
have a go.

§

Bees 'risking extinction' from 
neonicotinoids, new study says
The research, published in Nature 
Ecology & Evolution, showed that 
queen bumblebees exposed to 
neonicotinoid pesticides were 26% 
less likely to be able to start a new 
colony. 

Researchers from Royal Holloway, 
University of London, and the 
University of Guelph have found 
that exposure to thiamethoxam, 
a common pesticide, reduced the 
chances of a bumblebee queen 
starting a new colony by more than 
a quarter.  Building on field 
studies, the researchers 
used mathematical models 
of bumblebee populations 
which showed that thiamethoxam 
exposure significantly increases 
the likelihood that wild bee 
populations could become extinct.  
Friends of the Earth has urged the 
government to back moves in the 
EU to permanently extend current 
neonicotinoid restrictions to all 
crops, and commit to keeping any 
ban post-Brexit.

Responding to the research, 
Sandra Bell Friends of the Earth 
nature campaigner, said: “This new 
study comes hot on the heels of the 
largest field trials of neonicotinoids 
showing harm to honey bees and 
wild bees.  It is clear that use of 
these chemicals on any crop poses 
a risk to bees and other wildlife. 
The government has repeatedly 
said it will follow the science – 

how much more science does it 
need before it acts to protect our 
precious bees?”

'Irrevocable impact'
Farmers across the UK and Europe 
have repeatedly warned of the 
'irrevocable impact' on crop 
production without the use of 
neonicotinoid seed treatments.  
According to the agricultural 
science institute Rothamsted 
Research, production of UK crops 
is at risk if neonicotinoids are 
more widely restricted or banned 

completely.

“If groups of chemistries 
are limited by legislation, 

the remaining groups will be 
more widely used, resulting in an 
increased risk of pests developing 
resistance to them,” the statement 
from Rothamsted Research says.

“It will be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to maintain production 
of many crops if neonicotinoids are 
more widely restricted or banned 
completely. For example, in sugar 
beet, the control of aphids and the 
virus diseases they spread is totally 
reliant on neonicotinoid seed 
treatments because the aphids 
are resistant to other control 
chemistries.”

A previous study has found that 
the full cost to UK farmers of the 
neonicotinoid ban in 2016 was 
£18.4 million and resulted in 
almost 28,800ha of lost crop.

§
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Kington show
Wye Valley Beekeepers had their usual stand which 
was ably manned by Adam and his son Fletcher up 
until lunchtime, with fantastic support from David 
Williams.  David brought along a demonstration 
hive so people could view some live bees and try 
and spot the queen.  We managed to sell quite a 
few jars of our own honey from the apiary.  There 
was a steady stream of visitors both young and old 

National Honey Week
National Honey Week runs from 23rd – 29th October 
and is a way of celebrating the honey crop and 
recognising the vital role of the honey bee to our 
environment and way of life.  

The results from the BBKA’s annual honey survey 
will be unveiled during this week and at the end 
of the week, from the 26th – 28th October, the 
National Honey Show will be taking place at 
Sandown Park racecourse in Esher, Surrey.

A good beekeeper will always ensure 
that a colony of bees has more than 
enough honey for its needs, usually 
around 30 lbs or 13 kilos, and only 
take what can be spared.

The honey crop is considered an 
indicator of the state of the natural 
world.  For example, a poor honey 
crop could suggest bad weather, 
a lack of forage or a weakness 
in the honey bee colony, which 
is why the results to the BBKA 
Honey Survey are of such 
national interest.

From BBKA:  BBKA honey survey 
2017
Please take part in this important record 
of British honey quantities.  The general 
public is fascinated by beekeeping, and 
the BBKA’s annual survey of members is the 
only large-scale survey about the honey crop in 
this country.  Last year BBKA members achieved 
on average 26.1 lbs or 11.83 kilos of honey per 
hive.  However, this is based on the experience of 
beekeepers mainly from England.  This year we are 
inviting the Scottish, Welsh and Ulster beekeepers 
to join the survey so that we can gain a truly 

representative picture of honey and beekeeping 
issues across the UK.  The results will be provided 
free to each beekeeping association.

Please could you spare ten minutes to tell us how 
your crop has been this year?  For continuity we 

take a recording from 30th September 
each year, and you can take part in 

one of two ways: by completing and 
returning a questionnaire to BBKA HQ 

or by going to the BBKA website, where 
it will be highlighted on the front page, 

and completing the online version.  
Whichever way you choose please 
reply by Monday 9th October 2017 at 

the latest.  Results will be published 
in BBKA News, but you can also request 

a copy by email from admin@bbka.co.uk 

All participants can be entered into 
a prize draw to win one of either: 
three pairs of tickets for the BBKA 
Spring Convention 2018; five 
Sophie Allport bees mugs, or 
three Burts Bees gift sets worth 

£15.99.  This survey is being paid 
for from funding provided by Burts 

Bees, who are sponsors of Adopt 
a Beehive.  This survey is conducted 

according to the Market Research 
Society Code of Conduct.  All results will 

be treated in confidence.

Thank you for taking part. 

John Hendrie
BBKA President

§

who were interested to find out about beekeeping, 
what we do at WVBKA and about our association 
apiary.  David and Andy manned the stall during the 
afternoon helped by David and others.  A number 
of forms were taken for the training course so 
hopefully a few of them will come along next May 
and join us. 

§

mailto:admin%40bbka.co.uk?subject=


Varroa treatment
Here is another ‘magic bullet’.  Has anyone heard about this technique – any information or feedback?

Revolution in fighting the Varroa mites using ultrasound!

• 100% biological
• 100% residue-free
• harmless for the bees
• easy handling
• usable all year round even in honey flow
• maximum impact.

§
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Notes for October
By now all feeding and treating of colonies should 
have been completed.  Now is the time to take stock 
of the situation and decide on a programme for next 
year.  Of course if you have lost colonies during the 
year, next year you will be able to make them up 
with luck.  Any equipment which needs cleaning 
and getting ready for next season is another chore 
which you can undertake at this time of year.  New 
frames and foundation need to be purchased in 
readiness for the coming season, try to replace a 
minimum of three or four in the brood box each 
year as this will keep your brood nests in good 
order.  You may also consider cleaning the hive 
itself inside which undoubtedly will become coated 
with propolis.  Burr comb will need removing and 
sterilising and if you are using solid floorboards 
they should be scraped and cleaned.  These are 
all tasks which you need to address from time to 
time.  As well as cleaning, there may well be the 
odd hive which needs repairing and perhaps a 
coat of wood preservative would be an advantage, 
providing there are no adverse chemicals within 

the preservative which you use – there are several 
suitable brands on the market.

Overwintered colonies
If you have followed these notes your colonies 
should have been treated and fed for winter.  
There is not much more to do at this time of year 

apart from keeping an eye on the stores, if they 
appear short then a two or three pound block of 
candy will keep them alive.  Of course, if they have 
been fed properly, this shouldn’t be necessary until 
at least mid-February.  I’m told that many colonies 
are very light this year and may require additional 
stores to go through the winter so I’m assuming you 
have all taken care of this.

The association apiary is going along quite nicely 
and made a bit of money to augment our funds this 
year, full reports will be received in due course.  Now 
these are your bees, your equipment and you decide 
what is necessary for your requirements.  Any future 
development is in your hands, if you don’t tell us we 
will not know what your requirements are, so please 
if you have any ideas then do let us know.  According 
to reports the honey crop this year has been rather 
disappointing for many.

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a pleasant 
winter and that you start next year full of vigour and 
ready to face the new season.

Good luck.

Dave
§
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WVBKA Officers for 2017
Chairman:
• Peter Woodward:  peter_woodward@tesco.net

 wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
• Rob Doran: brandoran@btinternet.com 

General & Honey Show Secretary:
• Susan Quigley 01981 510183

 New House Farm, Michaelchurch 
  Escley, HR2 0PT
 quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Lee Howarth 01981 550733

 47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ 
 wvbkamembers@gmail.com
Librarian: 
• Peter Woodward

Association Apiary Management Team:
• David & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Juliet Parker-Smith
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Suzanne Wenczek

Catering Committee:
• Jane Matthews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team:
• Geoff Dutson 01981 500491
• Cliff Rose  01981 251844
• David Williams 07875 426089
• Peter Woodward 01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
• Gareth Baker 01600 714323
• Dave Williams 01981 550320
• John Howarth 01981 550733

Website Editor:
• Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

 

Planning meeting
The committee will be meeting on 22nd 
November to work on a plan for next year’s 
calendar of events.  If you have any ideas or 
comments about what went well during the 
year or things that could be improved on then 
please contact one of the committee before the 
meeting.

§

 

Bee gym
One of our members is currently testing a 
bee gym and is finding regular high counts of 
Varroa drop under the gym.  If anyone else has 
information like this maybe you would like to 
share it with other beekeepers in our group.  For 
those of you wanting to know more about the 
bee gym go to:

http://www.beegym.co.uk/in_action.html

§

Miscellaneous

WBC equipment
One of our members is disposing of some WBC 
equipment including supers, brood boxes, 
lifts etc.  See the Bring and Buy section on the 
association website for more details.

Syrup
David Williams has bulk supplies of syrup 
available.  Please contact him for further details.
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