
Queen Colour of the Year

2018 is: R E D

WVBKA Charity Registration 
Number: 517008

Diary Dates

February 17th 
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WVBKA AGM Saturday 17th 
February
This important event will be 
upon us very soon.  We would 
encourage all members to come 
along and partake in the running 
of the association.  This year we 
will be electing a new Chairman 
and there are changes in several 
other committee roles.  Your 
votes count so please turn up and 
make sure that you have paid you 
membership fee to be eligible to 
vote.
By the time you read this you 
should have received or will be 
about to receive the AGM agenda 
through the post, if you haven’t 
got one please let someone on 
the committee know.
We will be starting the meeting 
at 2pm with a short presentation 
on Bees for Development.  This 
charity is based in Monmouth 
and works on helping third world 
countries with training and 
education in keeping bees.

§

We are always looking for new 
people from the membership to 
join the committee.  We hope 
we aren’t seen as a special group 
on the committee, but that we 
represent the membership in what 
we plan and do for the association.  
We are open for anyone who 
wants to join us and be part of the 
management of the group.

At the AGM in February there will 
be some changes to the committee 
when I step down as Chairman 
after my three year stint.  Normal 
process within the club is for the 
Vice Chairman to stand for the role 
of Chairman.  Rob Doran is willing 
to do this but as a democratic 
association, any member can stand 
for election provided they have a 
nominator and a seconder.

If Rob moves up to be 
Chairman then there will be 
an opportunity for someone 
to stand as Vice Chairman.  In 
addition, we need members 
with opinions about how 
the association is run to join 
the committee, either as an 
officer or a member of the 
committee.  The committee 
works for the members, but 
we need participation to 
make sure we represent your 
wishes.  If anyone is interested 
in standing for any posts on the 
committee they should send 
their nominations to Sue Quigley 
prior to the AGM.

Peter Woodward
§

Beginner Course – May 2018
Numbers on the course dropped 
last year so we need to get the 
message out across the wider 
community to encourage more 
people to come on the course.

If you know of anyone who might 
be interested please ask them to 
contact June on 01981 550320. 

§

WVBKA will have a stand in the 
foyer of the Hereford Library to 
advertise ourselves and bee-
keeping in general to the public.

This is part of our education 
programme, but also gives us 
an opportunity to advertise the 
Beginners Course which runs in 
May.

If you are in town on that Saturday 
please come and say hello and if 
you have an hour or two to spare 
we appreciate anyone joining in 
and helping with the meet and 

WVBKA Committee Membership

greet. If you want to join us please 
contact one of the committee.

§

Meet the Public Event Saturday, 17th March
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February 2018
Mist over Timberline Wood by Belinda Dale



WVBKA Christmas Lunch
As we approached the end of 2017, the final club 
event of the year loomed upon us – our Christmas 
lunch.  A particular bargain this year, as a healthy 
balance in the club funds made it possible to 
subsidize the meal.  Castlefields is always good value 
for money but a Christmas lunch for £7 – amazing!

The never 
ending stream of raffle prizes meant that most people 
won something, a ceremony that lasted for ages with 
many tickets being re-drawn when a winner struck 
lucky twice.

The final ceremony was to award cups 
to Honey Show winners, the awards had 
their names smartly engraved for the 2017 
season.

Thanks, as always, to June for organising a fitting end 
to the apiarist’s year.

Juliet
§

With winter bugs striking out a 
couple of the regular faces at 
events, we still had a fine turn 
out of twenty-six.  It was good to 
catch up with folk that Andi and 
I have met through apiary meets 
during the summer months and 
also to meet a few new people 
too.

A ‘huge’ dinner was followed 
by a ‘huge’ pudding – bad news 
for those of us due out for 
Christmas dinner number two 
that evening – all topped off by 
mince pies and coffee.
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Notes for February
Once again we are at the beginning of the New Year, 
no doubt many of you are wondering how your bees 
are doing.  Well the short answer is they will be in 
tight cluster in most cases.  In point of fact, if it is cold 
and they are in cluster it is quite a good sign really.  It 
means they are not consuming too much food and 
they are simply waiting for the temperature to rise to 
enable them to move around and start a little bit of 
breeding, not very much at this time of year.
Died out colonies
All beekeepers will lose some colonies at some stage 
in their career which is quite normal, anything up to 
10 to 15% is considered to be average.  Of course in 
some years you won’t lose any colonies at all, this 
figure includes those that are dwindling and are not 
up to par, not necessarily actually died out.
Important detail 
Having found colonies which have died out then 
what do you do?  Well the first thing you should do is 
simply turn the entrance block to stop any ingress of 
robber bees removing any vestige of food that may 
or may not be in the comb.  Rest assured that if hives 

are left open, then they will attract bees in search 
of any freebies.  This is something we don’t want 

to happen and you may ask why?  It’s simply 
because if there are any nasties left in those 
combs, then it’s possible for them to be 
spread amongst your other bees in the 
same apiary.  This is the reason for turning 

the entrance block to stop any invaders, 
very important before any examination.

Clean or destroy
Having carried that out, you can then remove the 
hive and frames to your workshop where you can 
examine comb, frames, hive etc.  Having established 
by visual inspection that there is no EFB or AFB 
present, it’s perfectly possible to reuse any combs 
which are serviceable.  If in doubt about the presence 
of AFB or EFB then do not use any of the equipment 
but destroy it by burning.  The salient point here is 
serviceability, if the combs are relatively new i.e. only 
two or three years old, it should be perfectly possible 
to scrape the top and bottom bar set in a brood 
chamber with a pad of 80% acetic acid to kill any 
spores etc.  This treatment has been handed down 
for 50 years.  If your combs have been bred in for 
several years it may be more prudent to simply burn 
them, which is what a lot of beekeepers do.
Food requirements
If your colonies have been fed properly in the 
autumn there should be no need to worry unduly 
about stores.  However, there will always be the odd 
hive here and there that needs a little bit of help to 
see it through until the season really opens out when 
they can get maintenance themselves.  A block of 
candy as demonstrated in the apiary will suffice in 
most cases.

Dave
§

Membership Renewal – Deadline Looming – Pay Now
It is now time to renew your membership for 2018.  As agreed at the AGM in February 2017, the fees will be 
the same for 2018 as they were in 2017.  Please ensure that you renew your membership as soon as possible 
as we have to make our payment to BBKA by the end of February and the association can lose out if we do not 
apply for the correct number of members.

An application form can be downloaded from our website which you can complete in the traditional way or 
payment can be made through the website by booking your membership and then following up with a BACS 
payment.  Full details can be found at http://www.wyevalleybeekeepers.org

§
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
• Peter Woodward:  peter_woodward@tesco.net

 wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
• Rob Doran: brandoran@btinternet.com 

General & Honey Show Secretary:
• Susan Quigley 01981 510183

 New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
 quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner   01873 890467 / m:07833 097276 

Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT 
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian: 
• Peter Woodward

Association Apiary Management Team:
• David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Juliet Parker-Smith
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Suzanne Wenczek

Catering Committee:
• Jane Matthews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team:
• Geoff Dutson 01981 500491
• Cliff Rose  01981 251844
• David Williams 07875 426089
• Peter Woodward 01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
• Gareth Baker 01600 714323
• Dave Williams 01981 550320
• John Howarth 01981 550733

Website Editor:
• Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

Association Apiary

Well we have had our first meeting of the season 
already.  On 7th January a few intrepid souls 
turned up for a demonstration on applying 
Oxalic acid to reduce Varroa.

It was a beautiful, cold and clear morning, just 
right for treating the bees.  The trickle method 
and vaporisation techniques were demonstrated 
and hopefully everyone learnt enough to go 
home and give it a try.

The coming season for apiary meetings is still in 
the planning stage.  We don’t have any facilities 
on site at present.  The Duchy of Cornwall has 
demolished the hut and will be starting the new 
rooms later in the year, but they won’t be ready 
until the autumn.

The thoughts we have on meetings this year 
is that we want to try and give more hands-
on experience for our members.  The Friday 
meetings have been useful in being able to 
talk through techniques with an occasional live 
demonstration but time doesn’t always allow for 
extended opening of the hives.

As the facilitates are limited, we may drop 
down to one meeting per month and hold 
some of these meeting on a Saturday or Sunday 
afternoon so that we can have longer on the 
bees.

The dates of these events may also need to be a 
little more flexible to allow changes in the plans, 
depending on what is happening with the bees, 
weather and other factors.

Notification of meetings will still be through 
email, but we are also considering using SMS 
or WhatsApp messaging so that if changes are 
needed we can inform you more rapidly, as not 
everyone looks at their emails each day.

If any of you have further ideas for us to include, 
please let us know.

The Apiary Team
§
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