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WVBKA Charity Registration 
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Diary Dates Apr-May 2018
• April 25th Committee Meeting 

7.30pm
• Apiary Meeting TBC
• May 12th/13th Practical Course
• May 19th/20th Practical Course
• Apiary meeting TBC
• May 23rd Committee Meeting 

7.30pm

§

Chairman's Letter
My duties began last weekend at the public information event at 
Hereford Museum.  Andy Strangeway and I were welcomed by Jon 
Backhouse the Librarian and found a small space to set up our display.  
The main foyer was occupied by a longstanding exhibit on Hereford's 
wartime history.

The weather was cold and wet and this undoubtedly led to a reduced 
attendance compared to last year.  We spoke to several interested 
visitors and leaflets and forms were distributed.  However, no firm 
recruits came forward for the course.  Perhaps an alternative venue 
with greater 'footfall' should be considered – ideas are welcome.

Following Dave's blog of last month, I would like to echo his sentiments 
in thanking Peter Woodward for his years of leadership of the 
Association.  His commitment to the apiary planning, to teaching and 
mentoring and in developing the website has been exemplary.  Happily 
he remains a member of the committee.

As your new Chairman I shall be hard pressed to emulate his 
achievements but I look forward to the challenge.  I hope members will 
support me in my larval stage, with any nourishing feedback welcome.

Happy and successful beekeeping to all.

Rob Doran
§
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Bees for Development
Following the very interesting talk 
at the AGM which was given by 
Dr Nicola Bradbear, Director of Bees for 
Development, I thought an article about 
them was a good idea.

Bees for Development was the first 
organisation to articulate the reasons 
why beekeeping is such a useful tool for 
alleviating poverty while helping to retain 
biodiversity.

They focus on simple methods of 
sustainable beekeeping, always using local 
bees and local materials.  They have helped 
many thousands of remote and poor 
families.  They encourage farmers to make 
simple, low-cost beehives so that more 
people can harvest and sell honey, turning 
natural resources into sustainable livelihoods with 
great benefit for the wider environment.

From Monmouth to the World
Based in Monmouth in the UK, Bees for Development 
has now worked in more than 50 countries 
world-wide.  In addition to their own 
projects, they undertake beekeeping 
project work on behalf of, and 
provide advice to, the World 
Bank, United Nations FAO 
and IFAD, EU, DFID, USAID 
and other international 
organisations.

Bees for Development 
currently manages projects 
at community and national 
levels in Cameroon, Ethiopia, 
Ghana and Uganda, some 
funded by donors such as DFID.  
However their work is primarily 
supported by funds raised specifically 
for this work by the Bees for Development 
Trust.

Also in the UK, they have lobbied their local council 
to reduce verge and hedge cutting, with the 
enactment of Monmouthshire Pollinator Policy in 
2014.  They were instrumental in the establishment 
of the campaigning organisation, bee-friendly 
Monmouthshire.

Sharing beekeeping knowledge and advice
They also provide information free of charge to 
beekeepers in poor countries.  Bees for Development 
journal and teaching and learning boxes are sent 
to readers in 130 nations, sharing knowledge and 

advice.  Their website includes an open-access 
information portal, maybe the largest 

web-based resource on bees and 
beekeeping world-wide.

Learning from their world-
wide experience of 
intensive and extensive 
beekeeping practices, 
they are a supporter of 
beekeeping practices 
that recognise current 

scientific understanding of 
the honey bee colony as a 

superorganism.  They have 
developed innovative, practical 

courses in the UK which emphasise 
science-based, natural approaches to 

beekeeping.

To find out more about them and what they do or 
even better to make a donation to them go to their 
website at www.beesfordevelopment.org

Andy Strangeway
§
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April Notes
I am writing these notes on the 8th March 2018 and 
to some extent I will be guessing what the situation 
will be on 1st April.  We have just gone through a 
period of very poor weather and undoubtedly this 
will to some extent sort out the wheat from the 
chaff, hopefully it will not be too much of a disaster.  
However, those small lots of bees will have been 
under severe pressure from the 
weather and indeed in some cases 
will have succumbed – numbers do 
matter when it comes to 
over-wintering.  Back 
in the 1950s you 
wouldn’t attempt 
to over-winter nucs 
but we have experienced 
many years of very warm 
winters which I think have 
lulled many beekeepers 
into thinking that this 
is the norm.  Do not 
attempt to overwinter 
nucs or colonies unless they are good and strong 
with plenty of bees and stores.  If you really must 
try to over-winter small lots of bees then there are 
ways and means of doing this.  One that I can think 
of is simply placing them on top of an existing strong 
colony and using the temperature from this colony to 
supplement them, this works well in some cases.

I can’t tell you what the remainder of this month 
will be like but I suspect there will be quite a few 
small lots of bees that will need a little extra to keep 
them going.  Don’t be too disturbed, be prepared 
to work with what you have and build them into 

stocks.  Ultimately they will come right during the 
season at some point, this is real beekeeping and 
many of the newer beekeepers will not have 

experienced these problems, it is nothing to 
get alarmed about as they will come right 
eventually, providing they have an adequate 
pollen source, food and they aren’t suffering 
from any brood disease.  Keeping good 

young queens within your colonies will help 
in this respect.  It doesn’t matter whether you 

practice queen rearing or not, as long as you do 
the right things at the right time most colonies will 
provide themselves with a nice new queen for the 
next season.  We’ve seen this time and time again; 
colonies go down one year and come back up the 
next year and it’s evident in the record-keeping 
which we have done over the years.

Nothing in beekeeping is guaranteed and you will 
have failure as well as surprises; bees which you 
thought were destitute somehow find a queen 
from somewhere.  The message is don’t be too 
despondent as eventually things will come right.  Do 
not be tempted to use too many of the so-called 

‘treatments’, most of them are there to catch the 
beekeeper and are virtually useless 

for the bees and furthermore, if 
bees are propped up with 

this or that they will 
become 
weaker 

over time.  
We have seen this 
in the human chain 
as we are moving 

away from antibiotics 
etc.  Of course there is 

and always has been a place for 
medication, when it is proven that it is 

necessary but only when problems have 
been properly diagnosed should beekeepers resort 
to medication.  Prophylactic treating is not the way 
forward and should be avoided.  We have seen some 
of the problems manifesting themselves in America 
where their industry seems hell-bent on using a lot 
of chemicals of one sort or another.

All the best for the coming season.

Dave
§
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
• Rob Doran: 01432 830056 

brandoran@btinternet.com 

Vice Chairman:
• David Williams: 07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:
• Susan Quigley: 01981 510183

 New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
 quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
• Roger Jenner: 01873 890467 

Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT 
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian interim host: 
• Peter Woodward: 07980 235949

Association Apiary Management Team:
• David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor: 
• Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
• Geoff Dutson
• Juliet Parker-Smith
• Duncan Penkey
• Andy Strangeway
• June Williams
• Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
• Jane Matthews
• June Williams

Mentoring Team:
• Geoff Dutson: 01981 500491
• Cliff Rose:  01981 251844
• David Williams: 07875 426089
• Peter Woodward: 01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
• Gareth Baker: 01600 714323
• Dave Williams: 01981 550320
• John Howarth: 01981 550733

Website Editor:
• Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
• Mike Price

§

 
WVBKA Articles

THIS IS yOUR NEWSLETTER SO PLEASE 
CONTRIBUTE TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS.  

We need your photographs, articles, crossword 
puzzles, seasonal advice, recipes - anything 
relevant will do.

Just one article a year from each member will 
provide enough content to keep the newsletter 
interesting and varied.  

you can email articles to the Chairman, 
Rob Doran at: brandoran@btinternet.com

The deadline for articles is the 22nd of the month
§
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