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At this year’s AGM we have
arranged for a local Paramedic,
It is now time to renew your
Ian Skyrme, from the West
membership for 2017.  As agreed
at the AGM in February 2016, the
Midlands Ambulance Service to
fees will be the same for 2017 as
come along and talk to us about
they were in 2016.  Please ensure
Anaphylaxis.  As beekeepers,
that you renew your membership as
by working with bees we place
soon as possible as we have to make
ourselves at higher risk of stings
our payment to BBKA by the end of
than many other members of
February and we can lose out if we do
the public.  Anaphylaxis is the
not apply for the correct number of
extreme reaction that some people
members.
have when stung and it can be
There is a new membership category
life threatening.  Ian will explain
introduced by BBKA this year called
about how the body reacts to a
a Countryside Membership, which is
sting and what we should do if we
for anyone who does not have bees
or another person have a severe
but wants to be associated with the
adverse reaction.
BBKA and ourselves.

Membership Renewal

An application form can be
downloaded from our new website
and you can fill it in in the traditional
way or payment can be made through
the new website, booking your
membership and then following up
with a BACS payment.

This is important stuff and we
should all know about it, so come
along and be educated, if I ever
have a reaction like this I want
some of you to know how to help
me!

Currently on the agenda we have
the following; fees for 2018,
Association apiary review and
future, update constitution to
include Countryside Membership.  
If you would like anything else to
be added to the agenda please
get your proposals to Sue Quigley
prior to the meeting, as only
proposals received in advance can
be included on the agenda.
Ian Skyrme has also asked me to
publicise a new Phone App which
goes live in January 2017 called
Citizens Aid.  This App gives trauma
advice to reinforce existing first aid
knowledge or understanding, in
the event of a mass casualty event,
you will find it on the following
link:
http://citizenaid.org/

Peter

The meeting will start at 2.00pm
Full details can be found at:
http://www.wyevalleybeekeepers.org beginning with Ian’s talk followed
by any questions.  We will then
§
have a quick cup of tea and
Diary Dates
get on with the AGM
business.
February 18th
• AGM 2:00pm Moccas Hall
We will follow the
§
normal
format of officer’s
reports,
election of
committee,
followed by any
Queen Colour of the Year
proposals.

2017 is: YELLOW

§

Bee hives in snow by: Mark Buckawicki
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Christmas Tree Festival at Dore Abbey
Local groups and associations
were invited by Friends of Dore
Abbey to place Christmas trees
in the abbey over the festive
season in an effort to raise funds
for the abbey.  Margaret and I
set up the WVBKA tree on 10th
December and it stayed in place
until the 30th.
Our theme of course, was Bees
and we had some ceramic
and knitted bees from a local
WI stand earlier in the year
which we placed on the tree
and the hives.  We displayed
information on the stand about
the association’s practical
course.  There was obviously
some interest as several leaflets
were taken over the period so
hopefully we may get one or two extra on the course in 2017.
During the three week period the abbey was open every day for visitors to come along and see the different
trees.  There were about 20 different societies that put up trees, and on the 17th there was a coffee morning in
the abbey where we sold some of the association honey.
The event raised over £1000 for the abbey funds.                §

New WVBKA Website
As you may know we have had to quickly develop a
new website as our original one which was hosted
by BBKA was terminated at short notice.  We have
been working with a local company Cottage Webcraft
to develop a new site with a few of the bells and
whistles that some of you have been looking for.  We
now have control of the site content and the design
and will be able to make adjustments and update
information quickly and regularly.
It’s here at last and can be found at:
http://www.wyevalleybeekeepers.org
Please have a look and let me know what you think.  
We can change and customise the website as we go,
so let me know if you have new ideas that could be
included.

In particular, have a look in the Members Area – this
is a password protected area, to enter you will need
to put in the following:
User name: meMber_2016
Password: Wv_bka99
When we have this area fully sorted, everyone will
have their own user name and password with only
current paid up members having access.
Once in the Members Area you will find a Members
Forum where you can post questions or leave
comments on other member’s posts.  Hopefully, this
will be a support for anyone who has a question to
raise.  Also stored in this area are newsletters and
association documentation.
If anyone is interested in becoming involved with
maintaining the site please contact me.

Peter
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don’t know why they have died out.  
Then you must check your combs very
carefully for any signs of scale or anything
untoward.  Sterilise the usable combs
with 80% acetic acid before re-use; this
is standard practice for any colony which
has died out.

February notes
Now that Christmas is over may I wish you all a
Happy New Year.  If you’re like me, then you will
be wondering how your bees are faring.  If you
have done your feeding in the autumn there should
be no need to be unduly worried.  The key here is
proper autumn feeding which will carry the bees
through until they are able to take care of their own
requirements.  However, there will always be the
odd hive here and there which runs short of food.
I recall a conversation with Tom Bradford, a
commercial beekeeper in Worcestershire
with my father.  Father was enquiring
whether he should give them some
candy or not, Tom’s reply was in his
broad Worcester fashion, “ah boy givenum
block ragus that ull keep up together until
they can look after themselves”.  I remember that
conversation as though it was yesterday and it was
true then and is definitely true now.  There is nothing
quite like a small block of candy/fondant(2lbs/3lbs)
to keep bees ticking along until they are able to look
after themselves.
Many people say “I don’t know whether my bees are
alive or not”.  If you look at the entrance you will see
very small particles of wax being thrown out by the
entrance.  That is a fairly good sign that all is well,
but don’t confuse this with a hive being robbed out
which is quite common a bit later in the year.  In
this case you will see quite a lot of activity at the
entrance, bees flying in and out, usually the hive
entrance appears well used.  If you are unsure the
only answer is to check inside, it will be very obvious
indeed if they are being robbed out.  At this point
you must put the entrance block in to stop any more
ingress to the comb.  This is most important if you

However, if you feel the bees have died
out through one of the brood diseases EF or
AFB, the best practise is to burn the combs and start
with fresh clean combs.  Don’t forget to sterilise the
insides of the brood chambers crownboards and
anything that has been in contact with those frames
before, I emphasise, before re-use.

Brood frames and renewal
It beholds most beekeepers to keep their brood
nests in good order but there is a correlation
between keeping brood nests in good order and
going over the top with renewal.  If you replace three
or four comb in your brood nest annually, then that
should be sufficient to keep them in good order.  
Complete renewal is unnecessary and should
be avoided.  The reason for this is it puts
huge strain on bees to establish themselves
again, one of which we are all guilty.  Putting
bees to do work is unnecessary and in my
opinion should not be undertaken.  Living in
the world which they do at the moment is hard
enough without beekeepers making it more difficult.  
Please remember this when you are carrying out any
manipulation.

Immunities
How can bees build up any resistance to any of
these diseases if they are constantly pampered and
constantly interfered with?  Remember bees have
been around in excess of 200 million years most
of which they have had no interference from man
whatsoever.  In the last 50 years I have seen bees
struggle.  We should not be propping our bees up
with this chemical or that chemical to improve them.  
They should be allowed to build strong vigorous
colonies without too much interference.
Always be alert for brood diseases, these must be
kept in check.

Dave
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WVBKA Officers for 2017

Christmas Lunch

Chairman:

Our Christmas lunch was held at Castlefields
again and we all had a fantastic meal in a relaxed
atmosphere.  The portions were huge and good
value for money.  

Peter Woodward
peter_woodward@tesco.net
wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
David Williams

07875 426089

General and Honey Show Secretary:

Susan Quigley
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley, HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
Lee Howarth
47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ
wvbkamembers@gmail.com

After the meal there was a draw with a lot of
donated prizes – thank you for those.  Following
this, the engraved cups from the Honey Show
were re-presented to the winners who had
attended the meal.  
Ruth Taylor is seen receiving the Ralph Dover
cup from the Chairman; this is awarded for Best
Novice Honey, which also won the Best in Show
Certificate.

Librarian:

David Williams

Assosciation Apiary Manager:
•

TBC

Newsletter Editor:

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

David Bannister
Geoff Dutson
Jane Matthews
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Suzanne Wenczek

Catering Committee:
•
•

Rosemary Bashford
June Williams

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
01981 500491
Cliff Rose
01981 251844
David Williams 07875 426089
Peter Woodward 01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
• Gareth Baker
• Dave Williams
• John Howarth
Website Editor:
Greg Fisk

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Honorary Auditor:
Mike Price
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Welsh Beekeepers’ Association
Convention 2017
The meeting will be held on Saturday 25th March
2017.  As quite a few of our members now attend
this meeting at Builth Wells, we are wondering if
it would be worthwhile to organise a minibus to
take a group of people.  
If anyone is interested please contact David
Williams.
§

