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Asian hornet nest found in
North Devon

Upcoming event at
Brecon and Radnor BKA

The Department of Environment Food
and Agriculture (DEFRA) has said that
an Asian Hornet’s nest has been found
in North Devon.  Destruction of the
nest which was found in Woolacombe,
will happen either tonight or
tomorrow.

25th November 10:00am to
1:00pm – Honey identification
workshop with Dinah and John
Sweet.  The workshop will be
held at Jubilee Hall, Llanelwedd,
Builth Wells.  There will be a small
charge of £3.00 for none B&RBKA
members who attend.

Peter Bustin
(B&RBKA)

§

Diary Dates
•

November 22nd
   Planning meeting

•

December 9th
   Pre-Christmas lunch

2018
•

January 10th
  Committee meeting

•

February 17th
Annual General Meeting
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2017 is: YELLOW

New app to report Asian
hornet sightings

The nation’s smartphones are the
latest weapon in the fight to prevent
the spread of the Asian hornet,
thanks to a new app which has been
launched.  People will be able to use
the free app, called Asian hornet
Watch, to quickly and easily report
possible sightings of the invasive
species and send pictures of suspect
insects to experts at the National Bee
Unit.

The nest will then be removed and
sent for analysis at a government
laboratory.  This follows the first
confirmed sighting of an Asian Hornet
on the UK mainland in 2017 two days
ago in that area.  

You can now report sightings with
your smart phone or tablet, by using
the Asian hornet Watch app for
A beekeeper near Woolacombe in
Androids and iOS.  The app also uses
North Devon saw an Asian Hornet
GPS which allows the user to submit
hawking in front of his hives and also
the exact location of their finding,
gathering nectar from ivy.  Beekeepers allowing any confirmed sightings to
in the area need to remain vigilant
be followed up quickly and efficiently.  
in case secondary nests have been
Alternatively, you can submit your
established.
sighting by email.  When doing so,
please include as much information
Bee inspectors who found the nest
as possible, including where you
will continue their surveillance of the
area.  Any sightings should be reported saw the sighting, name, contact
through the Asian hornet Watch app number/address and if possible
or sent to the non-native species alert an image.  Send your sightings to:
alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk
email to: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

Bee Gym

We have been contacted by Stuart Roweth the designer of the Bee Gym, to
ask if any of our members would like to run trials with Bee Gym.  This would
involve installing the Bee Gyms into hives and monitoring the Varroa drop
associated on a regular basis.  In return for the data, Stuart will supply the Bee
Gyms free of charge.  He has also offered discounts if we make a bulk purchase
of the Bee Gyms – 10% off 10 and 20% off 25.
Visit http://beegym.co.uk to find out more.
Please contact me if you would like further details about the trial, Peter
Woodward at:
wvbkachairman@gmail.com
§
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Honey Show 2017
Entries for the show were
a bit down on last year but
there was a keen sense of
competition among the
entrants.  Val Vivian-Griffiths
judged the honey classes and
Jim VG evaluated the cooking
and other classes.  Val gave
us a running commentary on
what she was looking at in
the judging which was most
interesting and should enable us to prepare our
entries slightly better next year.
We introduced a fun class this year – the Honey

Taste Competition, where the entrants obscured the
surface of the honey jar so the judging was purely on
taste.  Val chose the one she liked best; after all it’s
not the appearance that counts but what it is like on
your toast that matters.

than medium/dark but this
year it was the other way
around.  We all had ideas on
why, but no firm evidence – a
good talking point anyway.  
Jim and Val had observed a
similar trend in their honey
show, and their members are
in the Dean Forest area.  They
had examined pollen content
of the honey and seen more
from hawthorn and suggested
it may be due to that.  Hawthorn apparently is a
tree that does not give nectar every year, whereas
its pollen can be collected most years so it’s not
conclusive.

Cup Winners
The BBKA Certificate of Merit for the best entry or
exhibit – David Williams

The M & AD Williams Challenge Shield for the highest
aggregate points in classes 1 to 8 – David Williams

The Wye Valley BKA Challenge Cup for the highest
points in classes 1, 2 and 3 – David Williams and Chris
Robinson

The Golden Valley Apiary Cup for the winner of class
11 – Juliet Parker-Smith

The Heather Honey Plaque for the winner of class 5 –
David Williams

The Rosemary Meehan Trophy for the highest points in
classes 13, 14 and 15 – Ruth Taylor and Juliet ParkerSmith
It was interesting to observe that this year the bees
have collected much darker honey than previous
years.  There are usually more light honey entries
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The Ralph Dover Cup for the winner of class 4 – Peter
and Liz Overstall
The Baker Cup for the winner of class 13 – Ruth Taylor.

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

November notes
Providing you have followed my notes of the
previous two months, you should have nicely fed
colonies that have been treated for winter.  There
is no doubt that the colonies up and down the
country have been rather hungry this year.  This
is mainly due to the very poor summer
we have experienced – let us all hope
for better things next year.  The Asian
hornet has been found in the
south and as far as I can ascertain
they have been destroyed, they
are particularly harmful to
honeybees.  Once again the
problems with spraying harmful
substances are uppermost in
many beekeepers’ thoughts.  
As most of you know I have
been keeping bees for all my life
and there is no doubt in my mind
that bees have suffered through
various problems over the years.  Quite
a lot of this is down to interference with the food
chain for the bees.  Years ago we had masses of
white clover which disappeared in the 1960s which
was largely due to changing agricultural practices,
plus widespread use of artificial fertilizers which has
largely continued for many years, none of which
are beneficial to bees.  It was perfectly possible to
produce honey from natural white clover which
was in abundance but sadly most of which has
disappeared.

General health
The general health of honey bees has been in
the press recently and much has been put on the
shoulders of creating healthy bees.  Without really
understanding what has happened to our bees, it
is not wholly dependent on the Varroa mite; yes

Varroa has made a great impact on bees and
bee-keeping and in some cases brought
about improvement.  However, the
decline in bees has been going on since
the 1940s when there was a big push to
produce more food during the war.  This
situation has been perpetuated ever since
without taking stock, with constant striving
to produce more food at the detriment of some
of our species, birds, insects and many others which
rely on the food chain.  Interestingly I believe we are
slowly waking up to the fact that we cannot go on
in the same way.  We must safeguard our bees and I
believe many scientists are beginning to unravel this
problem.

Some of our problem
Fish have become infected leading
to fewer fish in our rivers.  Bees have
become affected by lack of natural flora leading
to a decline in general health.  Large swathes
of land are sterile with no natural flora
existing in many parts of the countryside.  
Large acreages of cider fruit are repeatedly
sprayed throughout the season along with
large swathes of corn production being
sprayed throughout the season.

Conclusion
These are just a few of the things which
have indirectly affected bee-keeping.  So
what I am saying is that it’s not all on the
back of Varroa.  Varroa has brought about a
catalyst making us more aware of the problems
affecting bees.  Many new beekeepers are unaware
of the problems which have beset bees over the
years and all I am doing in these notes is to make the
new beekeeper more aware of what has happened
over the years.  It is not all doom and gloom.  We
have many things going for our bees; greater
awareness of problems, many scientists working
on problems, all this is good and we must remain
upbeat and not become too pessimistic.
On that note may I wish you all good wintering, a
good spring and let’s all look forward to a promising
New Year full of hope and cheer.  Go forth and may
all your supers and your bottles of mead be full.

Dave

§
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WVBKA Officers for 2017
Chairman:
•

Peter Woodward: peter_woodward@tesco.net
wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Rob Doran: brandoran@btinternet.com

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

British beekeepers are losing fewer bees
over winter
British Beekeepers’ Association (BBKA) 10th
Annual Colony Survival Survey results are
published today and show a reduction in the
over-winter losses compared to the previous
year, down from 16.7% to 13.2%.

Susan Quigley
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch
Escley, HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

§

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Lee Howarth
01981 550733
47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Peter Woodward

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Suzanne Wenczek

It has just come to our attention that there is a small
batch of our Oxalic Acid Crystals that have been
mislabelled.  These few pots actually contain Thymol
Crystals.

We have already contacted most customers who
have purchased Oxalic from us but we would still
ask all beekeepers to check any that they have
purchased in the last few months.
They do look very similar but it is easy to tell the
difference - Oxalic Acid doesn’t have an odour but
Thymol has a fairly strong aromatic smell
IF YOU ARE AT ALL UNSURE, PLEASE GET IN
TOUCH

Catering Committee:
•
•

ATTENTION

Jane Matthews
June Williams

01673 858555 or sales@thorne.co.uk
§

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Cliff Rose
David Williams
Peter Woodward

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Dave Williams
John Howarth

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price

§
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Planning meeting
The committee will be meeting on 22nd November
to work on a plan for next year’s calendar of
events.  If you have any ideas or comments about
what went well during the year or things that
could be improved on then please contact one of
the committee before the meeting.
§

