Bluebells and Ramsons by Ian Kirk
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WVBKA Charity Registration
Number: 517008

Car Boot Sale and Technical
Meeting
Ewyas Harold Memorial Hall
Sunday June 11th

June Notes

There will be a talk by Ron Hoskings
from the Swindon Honeybee
Conservation Group.  Ron and his
group have selected lines of honey
bees which are better at controlling
Varroa through grooming.  Ron
started this work in 1995 and
gradually developed techniques which
have been the basis of the work by
the Swindon group.  He will talk to
us about this work.  The talk will be
start at 11 am in the morning and
will be followed by the car boot sale
at 1pm. Entry to the talk is free for
members of WVBKA and £3.00 for
none members.

Yes, the season is almost halfway
through and no doubt if you’re like
me, your bees will have produced
swarm cells.  I do hope most of you
will have utilised them and created a
few new colonies.  It does appear that
some have lost quite a few over the
winter.  Always start up a few extra
to allow for losses, by doing that you
will be never be short of bees.  Sadly,
there will always be a few beekeepers
that are very unlucky and lose all
their hives.  Don’t forget to sterilise
your comb before re-use; this is
most important and always carefully
examine died out colonies.  If in
doubt do not re-use, cut the wax out,
sterilise the woodwork and a clean
sheet of wax will normally do the trick.

§

Diary Dates
•
•
•
•
•

June 7th Committee meeting at
Moccas, 7:30 pm
June 11th Car Boot Sale & talk
June 25th BBKA Basic
Assessment
July 1st Wax workshop and
Honey show. Preparation,
Moccass Hall 10am - 3pm
July 19th Committee meeting at
Moccas, 7:30 pm

Queen Colour of the Year
2017 is: YELLOW

There are many things which will
cause bees to be lost in the winter.  
It is quite common to lose about
10 or 15% annually from various
problems so please do not be too
despondent at losing your bees, you
certainly will not be the first and you
will not be the last to lose bees.  It
is something which occurs regularly
every year.  Some years are worse
than others.  It doesn’t mean you
are a bad beekeeper, it is simply a
natural phenomenon for bees to
succumb in the winter.  What can
you do as beekeepers to keep losses
to a minimum?  Keep your colonies
strong with a good vigorous queen,
preferably a young queen.  Young

queens always appear to come
out better in the spring.  When we
were running approximately 500
colonies of bees the losses were in
the older queens most of the time.  
Yes, losses can be expected in any
colonies but having a young vigorous
queen will keep them to a minimum.  
Try to put your bees into winter
in a strong state as numbers will
dwindle naturally as the winter goes
by.  Make sure all your treatments
are carried out early and feeding
is completed well in advance of
the impending winter.  I would
recommend that all feeding of liquid
sugar should be completed in the
month of September, preferably at
the beginning of September, giving
the bees time to evaporate excess
moisture and settle for winter.  This
will enable the bees to lay down
special body fats to enable them to
pass the cluster stage successfully.
In all cases you must complete your
Varroa treatments early so that
bees are not overloaded with this
dreaded curse.  Try to maintain
a good brood nest i.e. with a
percentage of clean frames, three or
four new frames on an annual basis
will keep your brood nests in good
order.  Don’t forget in the spring
to clean your floorboards; take the
opportunity when colonies die out
to clean up your hives and frames
and sterilise before re-use.  Many
times I’ve heard beekeepers say
their combs are bad in the brood
nest, you can replace comb very
simply by allowing the bees to draw
nice new brood frames in a brood
chamber above the existing one.  I
do not know of a better way to get
continued on p2...
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WVBKA Officers for 2017
Chairman:
•

Peter Woodward
peter_woodward@tesco.net
wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Rob Doran

General and Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch
Escley, HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Lee Howarth
47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

TBC

Assosciation Apiary Manager:
•
•

Dave Williams
David Williams

01981 550320
07875 426089

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams
Geoff Dutson
Cliff Rose
David Williams
Peter Woodward
Gareth Baker
Dave Williams
John Howarth

Simply go to http://english.stadekort.dk/  where you will
find easy to follow instructions together with a video.  For
members who have out apiaries it is necessary, once the
app is installed, to log on before going to the apiary and
saving the information before leaving.  When at home the
information may then be downloaded onto your home
computer and viewed in spreadsheet form.  If anyone
is interested you can contact Lee Howarth if there is
anything not clear from the website.
Have fun...

If any of you are bakers and would like to bring or
send a cake, cupcakes, scones or flapjacks, basically
anything that can be picked up easily, for our cake
and coffee stall at the Car Boot sale on 11th June
they will be gratefully accepted.  Thank you very
much.

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

June newsletter

Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
•

For those members of the Association who have an
iPhone, iPad or tablet and who wish to use it to record
the data of their hive/hives, there is an app which was
produced for Danish beekeepers by Flemming Vejsnaes
and a colleague.  The app is called Hivelog and is a free to
use system, which allows you to record the position and
data of each hive and apiary.

June Williams

Website Editor:
•

Data recording

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

§

Calling all bakers!

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Dave

§

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams

Catering Committee:
•
•

your frames drawn at some stage.  You then can remove
the old comb, this is a simple process and one which will
keep your brood nests in good order without putting the
bees under any stress what so ever if it is done gradually,
as the season progresses when there is an abundance of
bees to draw the wax.

Mike Price
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We apologise for a truncated newsletter this month,
most of us have been very busy looking at bees, splitting
hives, chasing swarms and working with the beginners on
the practical course so not much has been prepared for
publication.  We will try to do better next month.

Chairman

§

