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Apiary Meeting and BBQ
21st July 6.30pm
The July meeting will be on Friday
21st July starting at 6.30pm at
the apiary.  We are planning to
have a BBQ and a few beers –
all members are welcome.  The
hut at the apiary may have been
dismantled by then, but if that
happens we will have the club
marquee available.  Do come
along and have a chat about bees
and life!
§

Notes from a student on the Beginners course

July 2017

“A really useful insight into the world of bees.  The course is an excellent
introduction to anyone considering keeping bees.  I gained confidence in
handling bees and being around them.  Knowledge of what to look for and how
to identify different crucial elements important for the health of the bees.  It
was a real fact finding mission and I was provided with information and access
to a network of experienced bee keepers who are on hand to guide and give
advice along the way.  It has opened up a whole new world for me and one I
am enjoying exploring.  The team at Wye Valley Bee Keepers Association are a
friendly and including bunch of people that are geared up and keen to support
new people entering the world of bees.”

Felix Lerego

§

Basic Assessment...
Is It For You?

The starting point for the BBKA education programme is the Basic Assessment
which can be taken by anyone who has been keeping bees for more than 12
months.  The assessment is completely oral/practical and takes place in our
association apiary.

A BBKA examiner attends and will spend 1 to 2 hours with each candidate
during which time there will be an oral question and answer session and the
candidate will then open a beehive and carry out an inspection while explaining
to the assessor what they are seeing.  It’s all done in an open and friendly way.

Diary Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

July 1st Wax workshop and
honey show preparation,
Moccas hall 10am–3pm
July 19th Committee meeting
7.30pm
July 21th Apiary meeting 6.30pm
with BBQ afterwards
August 11th Apiary meeting
6.30pm
September 6th Committee
meeting
September 9th Kington show
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2017 is: YELLOW

Some of the WVBKA members will be taking the test this year and we will ask
them to write up a piece about the process.
§

Association Nucs for sale

In our apiary plan for 2017 we suggested we would raise some nucs for sale to
new members, well David and Dave have achieved that goal.  We have several
nucs raised from our colonies at the apiary which will be ready for sale soon.  
The nucs will include a Maisemore polynuc, with six frames to fit a National
hive.  The bees are from our hives so they are locally adapted queens which are
proven i.e. laying well.  The nucs will be inspected for disease prior to sale.  The
cost is £200.
Initially, these nucs will be offered to participants taking part in the Practical
Course but any remaining ones will be offered to members on a ‘first come,
first served’ basis.  Applications are to be sent to Peter Woodward.
§
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Ron Hoskins, Swindon
Honeybee Conservation Group
This was a talk that demonstrated
what can be achieved through
careful observation.
Ron started on the route of
investigating how some of his bees
were removing and damaging
Varroa mites in the 1990s.  With the
help of a few friends he developed
techniques to identify colonies with
this ability and then proved it was a
genetically inheritable trait.

Through breeding, the group have
increased the number of colonies
that show this behaviour and are
now trying to widen this trait in the
honeybee population in their area.  
Further observation has shown
that some of their bees are able to
identify bee larvae carrying Varroa
mites and will uncap the cells and
pull those larvae out and destroy
them and the Varroa.

Ron showed fascinating footage of
a bee asking for help to remove a
Varroa mite and other bees helping
it – fantastic!
Thanks go to Ron and his colleagues
for an inspiring talk and a stimulus
to us all to be more observant of our
bees.
§
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Breeding bees
This is well documented in many different books
by many different authors and indeed by our
own ministry.  So, what are the requirements
that you need to breed queen bees?  Well,
how long is a piece of string?  I will try and
outline some of the basics which come into
play when you are considering breeding
bees.

July notes

I’m writing these notes on 5th June, by the time they
reach you much will have happened but working
on previous years I’m going to try and anticipate
the situation.  According to my bees, swarming or
reproduction has to some extent passed by; I know
there was a considerable amount of swarming some
two or three weeks ago.  By now most, if not all, of
those early swarms will have got new queens.  I am
expecting another wave of reproduction sometime in
the coming months.  Up to now the bees have built
up fairly well and look quite promising for a good
honey crop later on.  Now is the time to try and get
all your colonies in good order; don’t leave it too late
as a little work now will pay dividends later on.
There are many ways in which this can be achieved.  
Simply choosing one of your best colonies to split
will give you more than enough material to start
new colonies off.  You don’t have to be scientific, just
simply split them and examining them after five days
will tell you where the original queen is.  The other
split will no doubt have produced some queen cells.  
This method is in no way a scientific approach but
in most cases it will provide you with the necessary
material to get a few new queens.  This isn’t queen
breeding in the real sense of the word; it isn’t
selective breeding and probably won’t improve your
genetic stock and as ordinary beekeepers you may
not wish to go down the more advanced route.  We
will try in the future, when time allows, to examine a
few more progressive techniques of breeding in our
association apiary.

First you must have the required breeding
stock i.e. a colony with desirable characteristics.  
These characteristics may be good honey-getters,
quiet on the comb, easy to handle and not build
huge colonies that are almost impossible to handle.  
These are the basics but there is much more to it
than that and you may ask, ‘why not a big strong
colony?’  Well it is very simple; we just don’t have
the natural flora available in this country to sustain
very large colonies of bees – at least not right
through the season.  Very large colonies become a
nuisance and end up eating you out of house and
home.  It is much more beneficial to stick with our
old indigenous bees which do not build very large
colonies and are more frugal.  They do not build
huge brood nests and in the main will produce honey
with less effort and less input from the beekeeper.
Now as you know I have been keeping bees more or
less for the biggest part of my life and we have over
the years experimented with this and that to try and
find the best.  We have experimented by importing
bees from all over the world in search of a better
strain, only to find in the end that there is nothing
much better than our own indigenous bees.  So my
advice is simply to breed from the best you have
and by careful selection your bees should improve
over time.  If you’re going down the route of natural
mating, then don’t forget the drone population
which is also quite important.  I regularly hear
beekeepers banding around the virtues of this or
that type of bee.  The problem is that most of those
beekeepers have no real experience and in most
cases are taking the advice of those who are selling
queens, most of which are obtained from queen
breeders abroad who have no real experience of our
climate or keeping bees in this country.
Over the years much has been said about the
Buckfast strain of bees.  The Buckfast strain was
developed by Brother Adam to take advantage of
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WVBKA Officers for 2017
Chairman:
•

Peter Woodward: peter_woodward@tesco.net
wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Rob Doran: brandoran@btinternet.com

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch
Escley, HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Lee Howarth
01981 550733
47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Dave

Librarian:
•

Peter Woodward

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•

Dave Williams
David Williams

01981 550320
07875 426089

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

David Bannister
Geoff Dutson
Jane Matthews
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Suzanne Wenczek

Catering Committee:
•
•

Rosemary Bashford
June Williams

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Cliff Rose
David Williams
Peter Woodward

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Dave Williams
John Howarth

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
•

the heather which was produced in that area.  
They needed a bigger brood nest and bigger
equipment to sustain them, plus in the main
greater quantities of food to keep them going.  
If you really must buy Buckfast bees then be
prepared to work harder to keep them together,
they certainly aren’t much good for hobbyist
beekeepers wishing to learn the craft.  Too many
bees are quite unsuitable for teaching, as we
have seen in our association apiary.  To teach
the craft of beekeeping you need a colony which
is quiet on the comb and not too large, perhaps
occupying a brood chamber and one super.  
Some would argue that is not the right way to
go about it but quite frankly my opinion is that
anybody who works bees should be capable of
keeping them under control.

Mike Price
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§

Honeycomb 999
We are a small company specializing in the
design and manufacture of products which help
beekeepers to make comb honey as simply as
possible and without having to change their
existing equipment.  We make and sell assembled
sections (with slots into which beekeepers can
slide the foundation of their choice), along with
bags and boxes for the finished comb honey.
Below is a link to a video of the speeded up
process from start to finish.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8CK6ycEtxM

Website http://www.honeycomb999.com/
§

Car Boot Sale
Our annual car boot sale was held on 11th
June.  This year the weather was kinder to us
but unfortunately we only had three people
selling.  Having had the talk from Ron Hoskins
in the morning there were quite a few buyers
however, without sellers everything went quiet
very quickly.  We will have to consider the future
of this event.  Thanks go to June and her catering
team for providing refreshments.
§

