Honey bees on Borage by Tim Dale

WVBKA Charity Registration
Number: 517008

Planning Meeting
The Committee will be meeting
on 22nd November to work on a
plan for next year’s calendar of
events.  If you have any ideas or
comments about what went well
during the year or things that
could be improved on then please
contact one of the Committee
before the meeting.
§

Diary Dates
•
•
•
•
•
•

September 1st Apiary meeting
September 6th
   Committee meeting
September 9th Kington show
September 22nd Apiary meeting
October 8th Honey show
November 22nd
   Planning meeting

§

Queen Colour of the Year
2017 is: YELLOW

September 2017
Honey Show and Harvest Lunch October 8th
This year we are going back to
Poston Mill restaurant at Poston
Mill Caravan Park, just outside
Peterchurch.  The judging will be
open this year so that we can learn
about the judging process and pick
up some tips on how to improve
our entries.  Jim and Val VivianGriffiths will be carrying out the
judging.

the kitchen so let’s see what you
can produce!
Remember it is important to
present your entry in the right
containers and to read through
the rules to avoid disappointment
on the day.  The Honey Show rules
and entry form are attached to this
newsletter.  Please send entries
to Sue Quigley by 22nd September,
however we do allow entries
on the day.

If your bees have been
productive this year
you only need to
Anyone who is in
bring along two jars
possession of a cup
of honey to enter
or trophy from last
the show.  We are
year’s show, please
also introducing a
return them to June
honey taste class
Williams before this
called the Black Jar.  
year’s event.  Do
The idea is that the
make sure you give
judge cannot make
them a polish so
any assumptions
they look good for
of the honey’s
the new holders.  
quality based on its
The Harvest Lunch
appearance – the
form is also attached
decision is based
image by Tim
to
the email version
Dale
purely on taste.  An
of this newsletter, please
entry for this class needs to be
make sure you book in good time.
in a 1lb jar and you will need to
obscure the surface with some
Dave will be talking through some
material or tape.
preparation ideas for your exhibits
in the show at the next apiary
It doesn’t have to be just honey;
meeting on 1st September.  It’s
‘Bake Off’ enthusiasts can have a
easy to turn up with a jar of honey,
go at the honey cake and other
but with a few tips from Dave you
recipes.  This year copying the
might have a better chance of
Bake Off system there is a list of
winning the prizes.
ingredients with each class but no
method.  You are on your own in
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Kington Show

Association Apiary Shenmore

This great one-day agricultural and country events
show is on Saturday, 9th September.  WVBKA has
an outside tent stand, right beside one of the major
marquees so lots of people will stop to chat and see
what we’re doing.  There are a few free passes (car
parking and entrance) for volunteers willing to give
some time to helping on our stand.  If you are able to
come, please let Rob Doran or David Williams know
and we will send you a pass.  It really is a good day
out and there is plenty to see.

After a good start to the season and a few useful
meetings we have run into a few problems which
are making the regular meetings more difficult to
sustain.  The Duchy of Cornwall has been proposing
replacing the shed at the site for the last 4-5 seasons.  
This year they acquired planning permission for
the alterations but with a few restrictions.  There
is a clause in the approval that requires them to
use timber from their own woodland which has
meant a delay in collecting this up.  However, in the
meantime they decided to demolish the existing
shed to be able to prepare the site ready for the new
building.  The next phase of construction will not
start until next
year, so at the
moment we are
homeless.  We
had planned a
barbecue for July
so when the shed
disappeared we
had a backup
of using the
association
awning.  
Unfortunately,
the weather
turned out to be
wet and windy –
not ideal for an
awning.

§

WVBKA Articles
THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER SO PLEASE
CONTRIBUTE TO MAKE IT A SUCCESS.
We need your photographs, articles, crossword
puzzles, seasonal advice, recipes - anything
relevant will do.
Just one article a year from each member will
provide enough content to keep the newsletter
interesting and varied.  
You can email articles to the Chairman, Peter
Woodward at: wvbkachairman@gmail.com
The deadline for articles is the 22nd of the month
§
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We have two more meetings planned for this season
and we are looking for a location to hold these, away
from Shenmore.  We have a couple of options, one
is to meet at a room in a pub, but on Friday nights
the rooms in the pubs we tried are not available.  
The options are to change to a Thursday or hold the
meetings in the back room at Moccas hall – if you
have any preferences then please let me know.
It is a shame to lose the momentum we had started
with our meetings, however we will get back to
providing the level of support we had in place once
we can establish a plan.

Peter

§
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September notes
If you have not already done so you should have
commenced feeding and treating any colonies for Varroa.  
In addition, you should have united weak colonies to
enable them to pass the winter – numbers are quite
important for good wintering and there should be a good
fertile queen.  Experience has taught me that you will
generally lose one or two colonies, it is almost impossible
to avoid all losses.  Over the years there has always been
some loss for whatever reason but it doesn’t mean you
have done anything wrong.  I will attempt to outline one
or two of the reasons why bees get lost in the winter.
Number one is that the bees are unhealthy and are
suffering from one or more disease related problems.  
Queen failure i.e. the queens become drone layers which
is usually evident in the spring.  Starvation is another
reason why bees get lost, in other words they simply run
out of food.  Although not truly related to winter, wasp
damage can result in bees getting robbed out.  Always,
I repeat always, reduce your entrances so that your
hive has a small entrance.  This should be done at the
beginning of August and it will enable the bees to defend
the hive much easier.  If the colony is queen-right they
will usually be able to repel any wasps which may try to
gain entry.
Providing we have sufficient material, we will be doing a
bit of queen raising at the association apiary.  We were
lucky last year at the Shenmore apiary, from memory
I don’t think we had a single loss.  I’m not sure of the
numbers at the moment but I think we will have at least
seven or eight colonies to go into winter.  Providing the
bees winter well we should be able to start the queen
rearing session quite early providing David and I are fit
and well.

Rob’s problem
This is a problem which happens quite frequently when
we forget to put a full complement of frames in, resulting

in wild comb being built in the cavity.  Actually there is
something to be learned from this, usually the wild comb
is built absolutely perfectly almost identical to the frame
opposite but usually it is drone cells.  We had one in the
association apiary this year.  As to what you do to
redress the situation depends whether it contains
brood or not.  If it is just wild comb and contains a
little honey, then simply remove it and put a frame
in its place.  The resulting honey can be used on the
breakfast table as comb honey.  If it has brood in it
will depend on how much and what kind of brood.  If it
is drone brood then simply discard.  If it is worker brood
then cut the wax to the size of the frame and secure using
wire or use elastic bands, the bees will do the rest – job
done.  There is always something interesting to learn in
beekeeping.

Deep comb renewal
Any beekeeper working with bees must keep an eye on
this.  In other words, keeping your brood nest in good
order with good serviceable comb is quite important
for good management.  This doesn’t mean you have to
replace every single comb in the brood nest every year.  
It takes quite a lot of energy to create a brood nest in
the first place and it is one of the modern mistakes in
beekeeping to suggest that all combs should be renewed
annually.  There are many beneficial things within those
combs which the bees have strived to build.  One of the
main things is pollen, which is what the bees need for
good healthy protein.  Do you really want to take that
away from them and make them build from scratch?  
Good, sound and serviceable comb – yes, but not at the
expense of the bees.  Replacing comb too late in the
season is a very bad thing, especially if the brood rearing
is in decline as they will have no time to rebuild for
winter.

Swarm comb building
Many beekeepers will say ‘yes’ but look at what the
bees will do on a nice set of new comb?  True but why
are they able to build a nice set of comb in the first
place?  Answer, they have no brood to feed, they have no
pressure, all they have to do is create and build the wax
which is usually when there is an abundance of everything
available to do just that.  Remember what we actually
see at the end of the year is roughly one third of what
the bees have gathered, the rest they simply consume to
survive.  Don’t put your bees under unnecessary stress,
they have enough to put up with in the environment –
they are wonderful creatures.

Dave
§
WVBKA September 2017 edition, page 3

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

WVBKA Officers for 2017

Miscellaneous

Chairman:

WBC Equipment
One of our members is disposing of a number of
WBC equipment, supers, brood boxes, lifts etc.  
See the Bring and Buy section on the association
website: http://www.wyevalleybeekeepers.org/
for more details.

•

Peter Woodward: peter_woodward@tesco.net
wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Rob Doran: brandoran@btinternet.com

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch
Escley, HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Syrup
David Williams has bulk supplies of syrup
available; please contact him for further details.
§

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Lee Howarth
01981 550733
47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Peter Woodward

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Publishing note
In order to save on the cost of ink, the images
contained in the printed version of this newsletter
will be in greyscale
§

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Suzanne Wenczek

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Website

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Cliff Rose
David Williams
Peter Woodward

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Dave Williams
John Howarth

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price
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Many apologies if you have noticed that I haven’t
updated the website recently.  We moved house
at the end of July and are still waiting for BT to
provide a broadband connection, so I haven’t
been able to get access.  In the next few days that
might be remedied but I’m not holding my breath
– this is BT we are talking about.

Peter

§

