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Apiary plans for 2018
We have had news from the
Duchy of Cornwall that they
will start construction of the
replacement facilities at the
Shenmore apiary next year, but
realistically it won’t be available
for use until the autumn. We will
still have use of the apiary site
but we will have to work out how
best to manage this to continue
to use the apiary to support the
development of our members.
The committee will be working
on a plan for the apiary next year
as part of the calendar planning
for next season and we will aim
to keep up the programme at the
apiary as the level of interest over
the last two years has been very
encouraging.
We will let you know more over
the next few months.

Peter

Diary Dates

December 9th
Pre-Christmas lunch
2018
January 10th
Committee meeting
February 17th
Annual General Meeting

Queen Colour of the Year
2017 is: YELLOW

Dec 2017/Jan 2018
AGM 17th February 2018
It’s not long now until the AGM so
I am writing to ask you if anyone
would like to join the committee.
My three year tenure as Chairman
comes to an end at this AGM and
so a replacement needs to be
elected. Based on previous years,
the normal pattern is for the Vice
Chairman to stand for election and
Rob Doran is willing to do that.
This would then leave a vacancy for
a Vice Chairman if Rob is elected.
We need new faces to join
the committee to ensure the
membership is fully represented,
so if you want to stand for any
roles on the committee or you
just want to be a member of the

committee then please let us
know in advance of the AGM. The
smooth running of the club and
the provision of interesting events
relies a lot on the committee and
the more people that get involved
the less the burden is on the few.
So if you feel you can help you
would be very welcome. We are
a democratic body so anyone can
stand for any post provided they
have a proposer and seconder, who
are fully paid up members of the
WVBKA.
There will be a short talk before the
main AGM describing the work of
Bees for Development.

Peter Woodward

BBKA Honey Survey 2017
The results of the British Beekeepers Association’s annual Honey Survey
were released on 23rd October 2017.
The survey reveals that the average beekeeper in England produced
23.8 lbs (11.8 kilos) of honey this year – a decrease of 2.3 lbs over last
year’s crop. The two most
productive regions in
England continue to be the
South East, producing 30.1
lbs of honey and the East
with 29.3 lbs of honey per
hive.
Those areas which suffered
a particularly wet summer,
Wales and the South West,
both saw their honey crop
drop to 18 lbs per hive.
Full results are available on
the BBKA website.
WVBKA Dec 2017/Jan 2018 edition, page 1

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

Membership renewal
It is time to renew your membership for 2018. As
agreed at the AGM in February, the fees will be the
same for 2018 as there were this year. Please ensure
that you renew your membership as soon as possible
as we have to make our payment to BBKA early in the
year and we can lose out if we do not apply for the
correct number of members.
Attached to this newsletter is a form which can be
used to let Lee have your renewal information and
contact details for the coming year. Or an application
form can be downloaded from our website and
you can fill it in in the traditional way or payment
can be made through the website; order your
membership and then following up with a BACS
payment. Full details can be found at http://www.
wyevalleybeekeepers.org
A definition of all the membership categories is
shown below.

Membership categories
Membership is open to all persons interested in
actively furthering the objectives of the Association
upon payment of the appropriate annual
subscription:
Full Membership – gives full voting membership of
the WVBKA which allows access to all our meetings,
on-going training, apiary facilities, newsletter and

website. This also includes membership of the BBKA
and includes all the BBKA benefits and resources plus
their monthly newsletter and also included is BDI
insurance for three hives (or more for an additional
fee).
Partner Membership – provides the same benefits
as the Full Membership but without the newsletters
from BBKA and WVBKA. No BDI insurance is
included.
Countryside Membership – for anyone 18 or over
who is interested in beekeeping, but does not own
any bees. Includes BBKA correspondence and a copy
of BBKA News, gives non- voting membership of the
WVBKA and allows access to meetings, on-going
training, apiary facilities and newsletter by email. No
BDI insurance is included.
Junior Membership – gives non-voting membership
of the WVBKA and allows access to all our meetings,
on-going training, apiary facilities, newsletter by
email and website, BBKA Junior membership but not
BDI insurance.
Newsletter Membership – gives non-voting
membership of the WVBKA and allows access
to meetings, on-going training, apiary facilities,
newsletter by post, but not BBKA membership or BDI
insurance.
§

Environment Secretary backs further restrictions on neonicotinoid pesticides
From: Department for Environment, Food & Rural
Affairs and The Rt Hon Michael Gove MP
Part of: Animal and plant health and Biodiversity
and ecosystems. Published: 9 November 2017
Michael Gove says the UK supports further
restrictions on the use of neonicotinoids due to
their effects on bees and other pollinators. Tougher
restrictions on neonicotinoid pesticides are justified
by the growing weight of scientific evidence they are
harmful to bees and other pollinators, Environment
Secretary Michael Gove said today.
Setting out the UK’s position, the Secretary of State
said the UK supports further restrictions on the use
of these pesticides. Unless the scientific evidence
changes, the government will maintain these
increased restrictions post-Brexit.
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This follows advice from the UK government’s
advisory body on pesticides which said scientific
evidence now suggests the environmental risks posed
by neonicotinoids – particularly to our bees and
pollinators – are greater than previously understood,
supporting the case for further restrictions.
Research estimates the value of the UK’s 1,500
species of pollinators to crops at £400-680million
per year due to improved productivity. Environment
Secretary Michael Gove said: ‘I have set out our
vision for a Green Brexit in which environmental
standards are not only maintained but enhanced.
I’ve always been clear I will be led by the science
on this matter. The weight of evidence now shows
the risks neonicotinoids pose to our environment,
particularly to the bees and other pollinators which
continued on page 4...
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Notes for December
Beekeepers worry about their bees in the winter but
in most cases this is unfounded. Providing they have
a queen and plenty of food there should be no need
to worry unduly about your bees. However, we have
experienced very warm winters of late which means
the bees will consume more food than they would
when it is cold. With that in mind, please
keep an eye on your stores in February
and March time as this is when they
will consume more stores, a nice block
of candy will prevent them running
short. The other thing to watch in very
cold snaps is the woodpecker; they
are quite easily repelled with some
kind of netting. I have found big
bale wrap draped over the hive will
in most cases, prevent woodpecker
damage and it is very cheap. Speak
to your local farmer as they take this
wrap off their bales when feeding
animals. Having said all the above you
will undoubtedly lose some colonies
during the winter, this is quite natural and
one which all beekeepers will experience at some
time. I think it depends on the kind of year which
the bees have experienced previously; a bad summer
usually indicates a bad winter.

Disease examination
I’m going to ask all you beekeepers a very pertinent
question, have you during the last summer checked
your bees for EFB or AFB? If you haven’t, then you
must at least check your bees next spring for brood
disease before the colonies get too big and before
you place any additional equipment on them. This
is part of what I call good husbandry and one which
should be undertaken at least twice a year i.e. in the
spring and in the autumn. This task is unintentionally

overlooked by most beekeepers – usually due to
a lack of recognition of the brood diseases.
In view of that, I’m taking it upon myself to
organise a ‘disease recognition’ workshop
next year. The proper procedure for
examining bees for this kind of disease will
be explained and demonstrated with the
aim of helping you understand and grasp this
thorny issue. There is no disgrace in coming into
contact with disease but in order to keep it under
control, which is very simple with a little work on the
beekeepers part, ‘a stitch in time saves nine’ so they
say.
The problem with these two brood diseases is that
most beekeepers do not come into contact with
them on a regular basis, therefore the very early
signs are missed unless you make a specific routine
examination which is what I’d commend to you.
When looking for brood diseases put
all other aspects to one side and
focus your attention on that subject.
Focus your thoughts and if you
don’t feel confident, then ask another
beekeeper who is competent to look
through your bees with you. Remember
that no beekeeper will get it right all
of the time and we can all be caught
out, no matter how experienced
we are. However, even if you are
experienced, if you don’t examine
your bees then you won’t find it until
it is very advanced and has probably spread to the
surrounding bees. In its very advanced stages AFB
will give off a pungent foul smell, the bees will have
dwindled and look poorly. So what do we do about
it if we come across bees which are contaminated?
First if you have not already done so, check that
what you are seeing is genuine i.e. with one of the
kits available for testing. The other thing is they are
notifiable diseases so you must inform the Ministry.

Christmas break
As there won’t be another newsletter until the New
Year, I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a
happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. Don’t
forget we are here to help all our beekeepers young
and old.

Dave
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WVBKA Officers for 2017
Chairman:
•

Peter Woodward: peter_woodward@tesco.net
wvbkachairman@gmail.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Rob Doran: brandoran@btinternet.com

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch
		 Escley, HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Lee Howarth
01981 550733
47a Crossways, Peterchurch, HR2 0TQ

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Peter Woodward

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Suzanne Wenczek

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Cliff Rose		
David Williams
Peter Woodward

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker
Dave Williams
John Howarth

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Peter Woodward

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price

§

WVBKA Dec 2017/Jan 2018 edition, page 4

play such a key part in our £100bn food industry, is
greater than previously understood. I believe this
justifies further restrictions on their use. We cannot
afford to put our pollinator populations at risk.
I recognise the impact further restrictions will have on
farmers and I am keen to work with them to explore
alternative approaches both now and as we design a
new agricultural policy outside the European Union.’
Since December 2013, the EU has banned the use of
three neonicotinoids – Clothianidin, Imidacloprid and
Thiamethoxam – on a number of crops attractive to
bees, such as oilseed rape.
The European Commission has proposed restricting
the same three neonicotinoids to only allow their
use on plants in glasshouses. Currently, their use is
banned for oilseed rape, spring cereals and sprays
for winter cereals, but they can be used to treat
sugar beet and as seed treatments for winter cereals.
Should this proposal be adopted, the UK would have
the right to consider emergency authorisations. We
would only do so in exceptional circumstances where
there is a real need for the products and the risk to
bees and other pollinators is sufficiently low.
Defra’s Chief Scientific Advisor Professor Ian
Boyd said: ‘The important question is whether
neonicotinoid use results in harmful effects on
populations of bees and other pollinators as a whole.
Recent field-based experiments have suggested
these effects could exist. In combination with
the observation of widespread and increasing
use of these chemicals, the available evidence
justifies taking further steps to restrict the use of
neonicotinoids.’
Defra has today also given an update on its National
Pollinator Strategy, which shows encouraging
progress on its aims to make farms, towns, cities
and the countryside better places for our bees and
pollinators. The strategy was launched in 2014,
following independent research which showed an
overall decline in the UK’s wild bee diversity over
the last 50 years. It sets out a collaborative plan to
improve the state of bees and other pollinators,
and recognises pesticides as one of the key threats
to their populations. The government will continue
to work with partners such as Friends of the Earth,
British Beekeepers’ Association and Kew to deliver
the ambitious strategy.
§

