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The meeting started with a talk by
Nicola Bradbear about the work of
Practical Course 2018
Bees for Development. Nicola is an
We will be running our Beginners
expert in apicultural development
course in May and need to get
who worked at the International
information to the general public
Bee Research Association and
about the dates and contact
the Bee Research Unit of Cardiff
details for this. Attached to this
University; she founded Bees for
newsletter is a copy of a poster
Development in 1993. Nicola
and flyer advertising the course,
works as Apiculture Advisor and
please can you find somewhere
Consultant to the United Nations
to advertise this course – village
and other international
notice boards, garden centres,
organisations, and
local post offices etc. Also
has worked in more
attached is an application form for
than fifty countries
the course so if you know anyone
within Africa, Eastern
who might be interested can you
Europe, the Middle
thrust one into their hands.
East, Central and
§
South Asia and Central and South
America.

Diary Dates Mar-May 2018
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

March 7 Committee Meeting
7.30pm
Apiary meeting TBC
March 17th Public Display,
Hereford Library 10.00am–
3.00pm
April 25th Committee Meeting
7.30pm
Apiary Meeting TBC
May 12th/13th Practical Course
May 19th/20th Practical Course
Apiary meeting TBC
May 23rd Committee Meeting
7.30pm
th

Queen Colour of the Year
2018 is: R E D

Bees for Development promote
sustainable beekeeping to combat
poverty and to build sustainable,
resilient livelihoods. They
support beekeepers to maintain

environments that are good for
bees, for biodiversity and for
people.
Keeping bees can make a real
difference – for example in
Ethiopia, Tadfie obtained her first
honey bee colony with their help.
She sold 18kg of honey in the first
year, enabling her to buy seeds
for her vegetable garden and
school books for her children.
Projects are currently running
in: Cameroon, Caribbean, Ethiopia,
Ghana, India, Kyrgyzstan, Uganda,
United Kingdom and Zanzibar.
Following the talk the AGM
business was worked through.
Rob Doran was elected as
Chairman and David Williams as
Vice Chairman. Other committee
positions are shown in the WVBKA
Officers section at the end of this
newsletter. Peter Woodward was
thanked for his work over the last
three years as Chairman.
§

Apiary Plan 2018
The team is still working out the
best way to use the facilities that
we have at the apiary this year.

to consider how to most effectively
run the sessions.

Without the use of the meeting
room at the site it means we need

month.

We want to run several hands-on
By the next newsletter we should
meetings and to allow enough time
be able to tell you a bit more about these will probably be held on a
the meetings planned for this
weekend.
season.
There will be more news next
§
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Basic Assessment – Is It For You?

The BBKA has an education programme which allows
its members to participate in a series of modules on
the theory and practice of beekeeping. The starting
point for this programme is the Basic Assessment
which can be taken by anyone who has been keeping
bees for more than 12 months. The assessment
is completely oral/practical and takes place in our
association apiary.
A BBKA examiner attends and will spend 1 to 2
hours with each candidate during which time there
will be an oral question and answer session and the
candidate will then open a beehive and carry out an
inspection while explaining to the assessor what they
are seeing. It’s all done in an open and friendly way.
The syllabus may look daunting at first, but when
you read through it you will realise that everything
covered is what you probably already know and do.
There are four main sections:
• Manipulation and Equipment – practical
• Natural History and Beekeeping – oral questions
• Swarming, Swarm Control and Effects – oral
questions
• Disease and Pests – oral questions.
There is very well prepared expanded version of
the BBKA syllabus on the Mid Bucks Beekeepers
Association website – the link to this is:

course prior to the assessment to re-familiarise
candidates with the knowledge they need and how
to prepare for the test.
Until a few years ago anyone on our Beginners
course automatically took this assessment, but the
BBKA introduced the requirement for candidates to
have kept bees for a year. There are positive and
negative views on that step, but overall we consider
that taking this test helps to cement some of the
basic information in the minds of our members
and to improve them as beekeepers and we would
encourage anyone interested to have a go.
If you want to know more, or would like to book
a place on the refresher course and take the
assessment, then please contact Rob Doran or Sue
Quigley.
§

https://blog.mbbka.org.uk/category/education/basicassessment-exam/
If you keep bees and have been through the
Beginners course and some of our apiary and
mentoring meetings, you will be familiar with all of
the requirements. We will be running a refresher

Calendar 2018
Attached to this newsletter you will find the calendar
we have put together for the coming year.

beekeeping. Further details will be published in the
next few weeks but do put the date in your diary.

You will see that there is no Car Boot
Sale this year, this enterprise never
really took off and without people
wanting to sell equipment there is
no point in running the sale. We
have however planned three interesting
meetings for you to come along to. The highlight
should be on June 9th when we have invited four
speakers to talk to us about different aspects of

Later in the year we will be making a visit to
Gwatkins Cider at Abbey Dore to see the production
process and sample some of their special brews! In
November we will be running a wax workshop as a
replacement for the one cancelled last year.
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The dates for apiary meeting are only tentative at
the moment. More details will be sent out in the
newsletter and available on the website.
§
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March Notes
By now most hives will have made some
improvements, i.e. the queen will have commenced
laying albeit a very small amount of eggs to start the
season off. Indeed, it is around this time of year that
if they’re going to be short of food it will show. Now
is the time to be vigilant and watch your stores, a
block of candy, a couple of pounds will keep them
going until they can forage for themselves. There
is little point in doing much else at this time of the
year other than keeping an eye on the stores. On a
nice sunny day when the temperature has risen you
can have a cursory look to see if you have got regular
brood, i.e. brood which will ultimately turn into good
healthy brood.
It’s also around this time of year that if a queen is
going to become a drone layer it will show itself.
If you are unlucky and have a drone layer they
won’t make ground and will more than likely go on
shrinking even lower. The question is what do you
do about a drone laying queen at this time of year?
The answer is sadly not much as the remaining bees
will be totally out of balance. By far the best way to
deal with this is to unite them with a colony which
has a good strong laying queen. Use the ‘paper’
method or shake the bees out some distance away
from the hive and allow them to find their way home
having removed the hive. They more than likely will
find a home in the other hives or disappear. You will
need to try and find the old queen first – this is a
prerequisite before uniting or shaking out.

Membership Fees – DO IT NOW!!

If you have not already renewed your subscription
for 2018, now is the time to do it. From the end of
March anyone who has not re-joined will miss out on

If you are worried about the combs carrying any
disease, look very carefully then having established
that there is no adult bee disease of any kind EFB/
AFB, sterilise the combs with 80% acetic acid for 10
days and air them well when you have finished the
process. This is a very simple method and one which
has been handed down for years and is standard
practice for any combs which are serviceable and are
to be reused. Acetic acid in most cases will sterilise
the comb for reuse. However if you are in doubt, cut
the comb out and fit a new sheet of wax to revitalise
the frame. Don’t forget the odd hive which has died
out. Please turn the entrance block immediately
to stop any ingress by other bees in the apiary and
sterilise your comb before reuse. In addition to the
foregoing, all equipment which is being used on your
bees should be scraped and a blow torch run over
the interior to clean them up before reuse. What
I have mentioned here is standard practice for any
beekeeper. It’s necessary to maintain a high standard
when reusing equipment, it isn’t too difficult and
if you have only a few hives it may only be the odd
one or two brood boxes. Generally speaking, supers
and frames that don’t come into contact with brood
will not necessarily need to undergo any sterilisation
providing they have come from clean colonies.

Chairman’s Retirement
I was unable to attend the Annual General Meeting
this year; however may I take this opportunity to
thank Peter for his Chairmanship over the last three
years. He has driven the association forward which
is a credit to him. The association needs people like
Peter to get involved and help run it. There is a great
deal more I could say but I don’t wish to embarrass
him in any way. His achievements are there for
anybody to see. I know he is going to take an
active interest and support us going forward. Once
again Peter may I say thank you on behalf of all the
members who have been privileged to work with you
over the last three years.

Dave

§

the BBKA membership deadline. We will also adjust
our newsletter circulation based on paid up members
from the end of March.
§
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

David Williams:

07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley:
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian interim host:
•

Peter Woodward: 07980 235949

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
Cliff Rose:		
David Williams:
Peter Woodward:

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker:
Dave Williams:
John Howarth:

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price

BBKA Funding for Research
Four new projects have been
approved and these cover a wide
range of types of work:
Prof. Steve Martin is well known to BBKA and
he has been awarded £9,500 to extend his work
on Varroa tolerance mechanisms. He is based
in Salford and has collaborators in Brazil and the
USA. The study will last up to two years.
Dr Rinke Vinkenoog and colleagues from
Northumbria University has been awarded £7,100
for a project named ‘City Slickers versus Country
Yokels’ which will investigate the foraging habits
of colonies located in urban areas and rural areas.
The study will include detailed analysis of the
pollens collected and observations of the range of
pollinators visiting forage in the area. The study
will last about one year.
Michael Ramsey-Thomas, a student of Dr Martin
Bencsik from Nottingham Trent University has
been awarded £10,000 for a project looking
at the validity of the use of accelerometers
placed inside hives to monitor the brood
cycle. Accelerometers measure vibrations and
movement in the hive. This is a short term
study lasting approximately six months and is in
collaboration with INRA (Institut National de la
Recherche Agronomique) in France.
Dr Clint Perry from Queen Mary University of
London has been awarded £10,000 to investigate
the development of entrance monitor systems
at more realistic costs than at present. QR codes
will be used in conjunction with cameras. This
system has many advantages compared with
RFID and the work will be in collaboration with
colleagues in Norway and Australia. This study
will take about 1½ to 2 years.
BBKA News

§
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