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Speakers’ Day Meeting
Cake Request
At our Speakers’ Day on June 9th
we are selling coffee, tea and
cakes.
I’m appealing to all our excellent
bakers out there for cakes to sell.
Our fame has spread far with one
gentleman bringing in a tub in the
hope of buying left-over cake to
take home!

June

§

Diary Dates May 2018
•
•
•
•

May 12th/13th Practical Course
May 19th/20th Practical Course
Apiary meeting TBC
May 23rd Committee Meeting
7.30pm

§

Queen Colour of the Year
2018 is: R E D

May 2018
Nature, organisms and plastic manage to reduce polythene waste
Last year I noticed an unusual
feature in the roof of a polystyrene
hive which I was dismantling (see
photo). This appeared to be a
channel carved in the plastic by
what I assumed was a
wax moth grub on its way
to freedom and a more
interesting diet. It shows
a clean track with no
polystyrene debris.
At about the same time
Dr Federica Bertocchini
a biochemist working
in Spain, who is also an
amateur beekeeper,
reported an interesting observation
which made world news. She
found several wax moth larvae
in a hive and placed them in a
polythene bag while she worked
on her hive. When she returned to
the bag it was empty and the larvae
had eaten their way out. She
wondered if they had simply bored
holes in the plastic or consumed
and digested it. She and colleagues
collected larvae and investigated
the possible mechanisms involved
in the process and in an initial
publication reported evidence of
degradation of the polythene by
enzymatic breakdown1.
This discovery has potentially
huge implications for managing
plastic pollution, as wax moth
larvae are plentiful and harmless
and, if the scale of the task is
manageable (a big ‘if'), they might

to ethylene glycol in industrial
quantities. There remain further
steps of research to prove the
biochemical nature of the process
and hence its potential utility.

Fast forward to yesterday’s TV
news (17th April) and another
group of scientists have discovered
a bacterium which can degrade
another polymer (PET) used in
plastic bottles. Perhaps bacteria
are even less fussy eaters than
moth larvae and the end of the
plastic bottle will not be in a heap
of landfill but as a new plastic
bottle via biological re-processing.
So, Nobel prizes all round but no
prizes for allowing wax moth into
my hive in the first place.

Rob Doran
1.

Polyethylene bio-degradation by
caterpillars of the wax moth Galleria
mellonella Bombelli, P; Howe,C;
Bertocchini, F. Current Biology (2017)
27.8:292-3
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BBKA Spring Convention
It was three years ago when, after many seasons of
threatening to keep bees, I finally presented Andi
with a flat pack ‘National’ hive for Christmas – we
knew nothing but were full of enthusiasm. The next
step was to find a course and Dave set us well on
our way in May but prior to this we got wind of a
‘National Bee Convention’. Along we went for the
day and were bamboozled by the hundreds of beerelated ‘things’ for sale in the trade show. Clueless as
to what most of them were, I bought a candle mould,
largely because I recognised what it was! We had
an interesting and informative day with a wide range
of talks and workshops scheduled; I was particularly
impressed that there were even events programmed
for us clueless ‘beekeepers to be’.

beekeeper’. The
speaker, Ken
Basterfield, was
unable to attend, so
the lecture was given
by his son Dan, a very
knowledgeable and
entertaining speaker
who enlightened us on
what could be done
with old pans, Burkos,
hot water cylinders
and mangles.
His final quote ‘never pass a skip without looking
in’ should ensure that equipping yourself for
wax processing can be done without breaking
the bank! My next lecture ‘Managing common
diseases and disorders’, was also given by Dan
and was another highly informative talk. I
finished the day listening to Professor Karl
Crailsheim speaking about the nutrition of bees
– it was particularly interesting to learn the
differing protein content of varying pollens.
It was an excellent and informative few days,
well-recommended for those of you who haven’t
been to the conference in the past. I’ll be there
again next year.

Juliet

Wind the clock on three years and on Friday 13th
April this year I set out early, bound for Harper
Adams College for the BBKA Spring Convention
2018. I’d booked onto a skep making workshop
run by Chris Pack. Chris keeps bees on an organic
farm in Oxfordshire and has worked extensively
with ancient technologies and traditional crafts;
he also chairs the Beekeeping History Trust. After
a day making my ‘over-sized straw hat’, I attended
Chris’s fascinating lecture on skep beekeeping.
Maybe not a financial winner, but seemingly
good for happy bees.
Having picked up a few bargains at the trade
fair – yes, I recognised most things on show
this time around! My lecture sessions started
with ‘Processing beeswax for the small scale
WVBKA May 2018 edition, page 2
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Diseases viruses etc

May notes
Well I don’t quite know what to make of this year so
far; cold, wet, damp and the bees do not appear to
be making much progress. However we must remain
positive and hope for better things to come. No
doubt the current bad spell will lead to further losses
before we are into something better.
If you are like me, most of the bees seem rather
backward this year with slightly heavier losses
than usual, however considering what
we have just been through, it
isn’t surprising. With losses
in mind you will no doubt be
wondering how to deal with
those hives which have died out.
It goes without saying they should
be cleaned and sterilised before
re-use. This can be achieved in
many different ways, but before
commencing you must look and
scrutinise those combs very
carefully before embarking on any
sterilisation. Examine your combs
carefully and establish whether they
are suitable to be re-used. If they aren’t, simply
cut the old wax out and sterilise the empty frames
by immersing in boiling water with washing soda.
This will clean them up and sterilise them ready for
re-use. A word of warning, if you haven’t already
done it then you shouldn’t allow your other bees to
rob died out colonies. Please make sure you turn
the entrance block, this is an absolutely important
part of beekeeping. The last thing that you want as
beekeepers is to allow robber bees to scavenge old
comb. If there are any diseases hanging around in
these combs they will be spread amongst the other
bees so be vigilant and don’t allow it to happen.

It is becoming increasingly important that we
all take on board the problems created by
viruses, most of which cannot be seen and
according to my information are very difficult
to destroy. Those of you that have been in
beekeeping for any length of time will know
that viruses have been around for quite a long
time going back to the 1960s. They are more
prevalent now than they used to be because the little
beast has created a niche for these viruses to create
problems for us. Now I hear you say what can we do
about it? Well, keep your bees strong and as far as
possible headed by a current queen on reasonably
clean combs. When breeding new colonies always
work from the best you have. Keeping them strong
will eliminate some of these niggling problems, it
isn’t the complete answer but probably the best you
can do. It is also becoming increasingly important to
make sure the bees have a balanced diet i.e. plenty
of pollen to create strong healthy colonies will go
some way to mitigate the problem.

Seasonal progression
I guess by the time you receive these
notes you will be considering adding
supers or extra brood boxes. Remember
getting frames drawn is always better
done on top of the existing brood
chamber, rather than trying to get them
drawn in the brood box itself. Many
beekeepers overlook this and just simply
stick a few new frames in the brood box
and then complain that they are not very
well-drawn. If you want to make increase
then make use of the swarming impulse
which will no doubt manifest itself at some
point; this is not considered to be queen breeding
but it is a way of maintaining your stock level without
too much of a problem. The all-important part is
having clean new equipment or sterilised old comb
to put the bees on.
That’s enough of that – have a nice day and may all
your supers be full ones.

Dave
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

David Williams:

07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley:
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian interim host:
•

Peter Woodward: 07980 235949

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward
Jane Matthews
June Williams
Geoff Dutson:
Cliff Rose:		
David Williams:
Peter Woodward:

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker:
Dave Williams:
John Howarth:

Mike Price

If we escape before I see any of you, we wish you all
the best and success in your beekeeping endeavours.

Cliff Rose

§

Publishing note

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

I would also like to restock in Wales with local bees
and would therefore be happy to sell any of my
existing ‘locally adapted’ mainly dark bees. Guide
price per colony of bees £200, hive and colony of
bees £300.

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

I have quite a few complete National and Commercial
Hives and some additional brood boxes, shallow
boxes, extra shallow boxes roofs floors etc. Anyone
interested in buying any of this equipment should
contact me on 01981 251844. Guide price brood
boxes from £25, supers from £15 depending on age
and condition.

These sites include an organic small holding and the
Madley Environmental Study Centre and range from
Newton St Margaret to Belmont.

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

I have been keeping bees for some 13 years and have
built up from the original purchase of two colonies
from another member after my basic course at GVA
to almost 30 stocks at peak but currently down to 20.
My wife and I are hoping to move to the Caerphilly
area this year providing we can sell the house in
Kingstone. Rather than move all the beekeeping
‘stuff’ it makes sense to dispose of any surplus before
the move.

Finally, many of my bees are in small out apiaries
belonging to householders/landowners who want or
are happy to have bees on their land but do not want
to do the beekeeping. If any members are interested
in taking over such a site with or without resident
bees, they should get in touch with me as soon as
possible so that I can effect introductions and help to
make arrangements for a handover.

Catering Committee:
•
•

For Sale – Bees and Equipment
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In order to save on the cost of ink, the images
contained in the printed version of this newsletter
will be in greyscale
§
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