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Association nucs for sale

In our apiary plan for 2018 we said
we would raise some nucs for sale to
new members. David is just starting
to take nucs now with the hope they
will be ready later in the season.
The nucs will include a Maisemore
polynuc, with six frames to fit a
National hive. The bees are from
our hives so they are locally adapted
queens which are proven i.e. laying
well. The nucs will be inspected for
disease prior to sale. The cost will
be £200. Initially, these nucs will
be offered to participants taking
part in the Practical Course but
any remaining ones will be offered
to members on a ‘first come, first
served’ basis. Applications are to be
sent to Rob Doran.

§

Upcoming diary dates 2018
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

June 9th Speakers Day – Clifford
Village Hall 10am – 3.30pm
June 15th Apiary Mtg 6.00pm
July 14th BBKA Basic – Practical
Assessment
July 18th Committee Meeting
7.30pm
August 22nd Committee Meeting
7.30pm
September 8th Kington Show
September 30th Honey Show
and Harvest Lunch

§
Queen Colour of the Year
2018 is: R E D

Apiary meeting communications
The apiary team are trying to work
out the best way to use the apiary
while the new facilities are under
construction. This year there will
be several practical sessions where
members get hands on with the bees.
We may have a mix of Friday evening
sessions and run weekend sessions to
have enough time to work with the
bees.

June 2018

If you would like to be involved
with the apiary training group and
contacted in this way can you please
send a message to David Williams
letting him know your mobile phone
number on 07875 426089. Or if you
already have WhatsApp you will be
able to contact David once you put his
number in your phone contacts.

To install WhatsApp on your phone
go
to the App store on your phone
Information will be put on the website
and search for WhatsApp Messenger.
on the Thursday before a meeting
The app is free and will download
and will be emailed to members. In
and install in a few minutes. Once
addition, in order to communicate
you’ve opened the App you can look
quickly and flexibly with anyone who
for contacts that are already using
might be interested it is proposed
that we send out messages via mobile WhatsApp and send them a message.
phone to let you know what is going
to happen and when. This will allow
us to adapt the meetings to what
is happening with the bees and the
weather.
We are hoping that anyone who has a
Smart phone already uses a messaging
App called WhatsApp or if they don’t
they can install it onto their phone.
(see below). This App allows us to
build a group of members and we can
send out a message to everyone at the
same time. It also allows people to
reply or ask questions.

Swarms season is
upon us

If you want
a swarm or
are willing to
collect swarms
from peoples gardens
in your area please let June
know on 01981 550320.
§

COLOSS survey

COLOSS (Prevention of honey bee COlony LOSSes) is an international, nonprofit association headquartered in Bern, Switzerland that is focussed on
improving the well-being of bees at a global level. COLOSS would like to invite
all English beekeepers to complete the hive loss survey for 2018. In particular
they would like to get a better handle on data for our local region. For more
information or to complete the survey visit:
http://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/246176
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Well-behaved swarming

Over winter we have lost a couple of hives and now have
three colonies. One is very strong, one is doing alright
and the third is weak. A couple of weeks ago we carried
out a routine inspection. In the strong hive we found
some unsealed queen cells so we carried out a split.
About a week later I was by the hives trimming the grass
when a lot of bees started coming out of the hive that we
had split and left the queen in. Gradually more and more
came out and they formed into a swarm circling over me
and the hive. Then they settled in the top of an apple
tree no more than five metres from the original hive. I
went to get Margaret and we watched the swarm in the
tree. After a cup of tea and watching the swarm for a
while we decided we might not be able to get up to the
swarm as it was more than ladder height and among a lot
of branches. As we stood and watched them the numbers
of bees in the swarm gradually decreased and the bees
came back to the hive they had swarmed from and sat on
the front. I went and got a nuc box with six new frames in
and placed it on top of the hive, close to the edge where
the bees were clustering. They then all walked up into
the nuc box and settled down. Later on I moved the nuc
to a new stand, gave them some syrup and put a piece of
queen excluder across the entrance in case they decided
to fly off the next day, as I thought they might be a bit
prone to doing something funny after the performance.
Now five days later they have drawn out five of the six
frames and the queen has just started laying. Easiest
swarm I have ever collected!
We inspected the hive the swarm had come out of and
there were a couple of sealed queen cells hidden in the
corner of a frame which we had missed. We must look
harder next time.

PW

§

The syllabus may look daunting at first, but when you
read through it you will realise that everything covered is
what you probably already know and do. There are four
main sections:
Manipulation and Equipment – practical
Natural History and Beekeeping – oral questions
Swarming, Swarm Control and Effects – oral
questions
• Disease and Pests – oral questions.
If you want to know more, or would like to book a place
on the refresher course and take the assessment then
please contact, Peter Woodward or Sue Quigley.
•
•
•

§

Statement from the BBKA – Asian Hornets

The British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) is disappointed
to hear of the first sighting of the Asian Hornet, a nonnative species of hornet that specifically targets and feeds
on honeybees. The sighting by a member of the public
on a cauliflower in Bury, Lancashire which has since been
traced back to Boston, Lincolnshire.
DEFRA have said “Bee Inspectors from APHA National
Bee Unit will be carrying out surveillance and monitoring
in a 1-2 Km radius around the initial sighting. Additional
monitoring and surveillance will be carried out in the
Boston area where the cauliflower was grown.”
Beekeepers and members of the
public are urged to keep a look
out for this hornet that
is smaller than the
European hornet.
Pictures can be found
on the BBKA website with
information on what to do
if you suspect you have
seen one.
image by Didier Descouens

Basic Assessment – is it for you?

The BBKA has an education programme which allows
its members to participate in a series of modules on the
theory and practice of beekeeping. The starting point
for this programme is the Basic Assessment which can be
taken by anyone who has been keeping bees for more
than 12 months. The assessment is completely oral/
practical and takes place in our association apiary.
A BBKA examiner attends and will spend 1 to 2 hours
with each candidate during which time there will be an
oral question and answer session and the candidate will
then open a beehive and carry out an inspection while
explaining to the assessor what they are seeing. It’s all
done in an open and friendly way.
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You can also download the Asian
Hornet Watch app for reporting possible sightings, or visit
the Asian Hornet Action Team website which has been
developed by Devon Beekeepers Association for more
information.

Beekeepers are grateful for the sharp eyes of the member
of the public in spotting this one and hope with continued
vigilance we can continue to keep this threat to these
important pollinators at bay.
Martin Smith
Public Affairs Director
British Beekeepers Association
§
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be the exception to the rule and anybody that thinks
differently is in for a rude awakening it doesn’t always
go according to plan.

June notes

Swarming, reproduction, breakdown of colonies, call
it what you like. I prefer to call it reproduction of the
species, it is quite natural and as far as I can see nearly
all colonies will at some point throw up queen cells to
reproduce. Mankind has struggled with this for years
trying to get a handle on this, in the main without
success. There have been many books written on the
subject all proclaiming to have some degree of success.
My view is somewhat different to most. We all know that
we want to keep our bees together in a unit to gather
honey, but we also know that it is natural for bees to
reproduce. Harnessing that reproductive cycle which
invariably happens in colonies of bees at some point is
rather more difficult. Simply put, mankind has derived
many different ways to curb this natural instinct. In my
view that is wrong, we should work with the bees and
when they provide queen cells we should utilise that
instinct to provide new queens. It isn’t that difficult, most
of the problems occur through premature interference.
It isn’t for me to dictate which of these methods is best
ie splitting, taking nucs, raising queens artificially to
name but a few. I would urge you to take advantage of
the natural instinct and divide your colony, after all this
is what they are going to do naturally if they are left to
their own devices. If you carry out splitting invariably
that will work because you are following what they
will do in nature except it is under your control. More
often than not this will work without any problems, job
done. However with all things breeding there will always

I hear you say what do you do? Simply splitting
bees and leaving well alone having established
where the queen is about the best you can
do. The most important thing is to leave them
well alone during that very difficult period when
there are virgins kicking about within the hive.
Beekeepers will invariably examine these colonies at
the wrong time causing untold damage to the queens.
You can’t do any good so leave them well alone and leave
them and nature to provide you with a new queen. Of
course there are many beekeepers who would argue with
this approach, asking what about the additional queen
cells that might be in the colony? I still maintain that it’s
far better to let the bees decide what they want; man has
interfered with bees for years.
Selective breeding and breeding of new queens is an
entirely different subject and one which requires special
understanding. This isn’t to be confused with splitting
a colony. I do not profess to be an expert in this field; I
have been far too busy with normal beekeeping to get
too involved with queen breeding. Moving bees for
pollination, general beekeeping etc has kept me busy for
most of my beekeeping career. Of course I have done
some queen rearing but only on a small scale. Simply put
I haven’t had the time to devote to this kind of activity.
It is time critical in that you have to carry out various
manipulations at certain stages to be successful.
The decline in honeybees is rather a different subject and
I will leave you with a few thoughts to mull over:
• Wintering
• Loss of habitat
• Harmful substances in the environment
• Diseases AFB/EFB
These are just a few of the things which cause problems
for beekeepers.

Dave

§

Wye Valley Speakers’ Day 9th June 2018

We have engaged four excellent speakers and the day will be highly informative and very interesting. The itinerary,
topics and speakers are:
Venue:
10.00 am
Bee Gym
speaker Stuart Roweth
Clifford Village Hall
11.00 am
Hornets		
speaker Prof. Stephen Martin
Clifford
12.30 pm
Lunch		
(please bring a packed lunch)
Herefordshire HR3 5HA.
1.30 pm
Bee Houses
speaker Andy Tatchell
2.30 pm

Warre Hives

speaker Ian Glastonbury

The day is free to members and £5 for guests.

Enquiries to:
• Sue Quigley 01981 510183,
• quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

David Williams:

07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley:
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian interim host:
•

Peter Woodward: 07980 235949

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editor:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

'Honey' at the Courtyard

We wanted to let you know about a theatre piece that
might interest your members, coming to Hereford
Courtyard on Friday 8th June.
The show is called ‘Honey’ and has bees and beekeeping
as a central theme. It’s set in mid Wales and follows a
trio of sisters dealing with personal and global real-life
issues – absconding bees, an autistic son, a father serving
overseas, loneliness and rural community life struggling
to survive. But hope prevails! There is warmth and a
good helping of humour throughout with a magical folk
score, underpinning it all, by Joanna Karselis. Written and
directed by Tiffany Hosking of Reaction Theatre Makers
in Malvern, the show has been warming the hearts of the
young and old alike, with children as young as 7 enjoying
it with their grandparents.
There is a group discount code (BEEFIVE) that can be
used on the Courtyard website for booking four or more
tickets, at just £7 each.
Tickets are available on the Courtyard website and more
info and reviews at:
http://reactiontheatremakers.com/index.php/portfolio/
honey/

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Honey extraction equipment for hire

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
Cliff Rose:		
David Williams:
Peter Woodward:

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker:
Dave Williams:
John Howarth:

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price

§

If your hives are within a mile or so from a field of
rapeseed then you need to consider removing any
honey collected. Rape honey is prone to set in the
comb unless extracted soon after collection. The
normal guideline is to take the honey off within two
weeks of the end of the flowering of the rape.
The WVBKA has a honey extractor available for hire,
as well as an electric uncapping knife.
A deposit of £50 plus a hiring fee of £10 is required for
the extractor. For each subsequent hiring in the same
season, a fee of £5 is chargeable. The knife is hired
out at £10. Deposit for both the extractor and the
knife is £50. To check if the equipment is available for
hire, you can contact June on 01981 550320.

§
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