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Honey extraction equipment for
hire
Rape honey is prone to set in the
comb unless extracted soon after
collection. The normal guideline
is to take the honey off within two
weeks of the end of the flowering of
the rape. If you haven’t done it yet
you are likely to find set honey in the
combs.
The WVBKA has a honey extractor
available for hire, as well as an
electric uncapping knife. A deposit
of £50 plus a hiring fee of £10 is
required for the extractor. For
each subsequent hiring in the same
season, a fee of £5 is chargeable.
The knife is hired out at £10.
Deposit for both the extractor and
the knife is £50. To check if the
equipment is available for hire, you
can contact June on 01981 550320.

A brief review of our
Speakers Day event

The 9th June saw a turnout of just
over twenty members and guests at
Clifford Community hall to enjoy four
varied and well-presented talks.
Stuart Roweth started with a
description of his experimental
journeys in developing the Bee Gym1.
This ingenious device gives bees the
opportunity to scratch themselves in all sorts of places to divest the dreaded
Varroa mite. Using this, Stuart has shown increasing success in mite reduction.
He has improved the design and the current model is available for sale. An
expensive investment for those with large apiaries maybe, but a useful addition
to existing anti-Varroa management techniques.
Stephen Martin gave an expert
account of the hornets and wasps
from his extensive worldwide
knowledge. This introduced his
update on the Asian hornet, lately
arrived in England and found last year
in Devon. The spread of this pest
from Asia generally has been recent in
France and South Korea with a steady
increase in both countries over the
past few years.

Swarms season is upon us

If you want a swarm or are willing to
collect swarms from peoples gardens
in your area please let June know on
01981 550320.

Upcoming diary dates 2018
•

•
•
•
•

July 14th BBKA Basic – Practical
Assessment
July 18th Committee Meeting
7.30pm
August 22nd Committee Meeting
7.30pm
September 8th Kington Show
September 30th Honey Show
and Harvest Lunch

Queen Colour of the Year
2018 is: R E D

July 2018

The reason this particular hornet is
so damaging to honeybees is down
to strategy. Whereas the domestic hornet can be attacked by several bees
balling it near or in the hive, the Asian hovers outside the hive and intercepts
foraging bees in flight. The prey bees have yet to adopt protective behaviour.
The action Stephen recommends is to be vigilant and if a suspect is seen, take
a photo or catch the hornet and send evidence to the NBU without delay.
Wasp traps are useless in this case and
they cause collateral damage to other
insects.
Andy Tatchell gave a well-illustrated
talk on the Bee Houses of Slovenia and
has recently completed construction
of his own example in Woolhope.
Slovenia has an impressive history of
beekeeping with significant advances
in hiving bees since the middle of the
continued on page 2...
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18th century, attributed to the celebrated apiarist Anton
Jansa. The style of the hives he pioneered and the houses
where they are kept are very distinctive. The biggest
difference in hive design is in the access via a rear door to
each box. With the hives all stacked in the bee house, the
beekeeper can inspect the bees frame by frame in semidarkness without need of a protective suit and can open
boxes without disturbing the whole hive and its associated
loss of heat etc. The additional protection of the house is
an obvious advantage in harsh weather. Hives can still be
removed and carried to the hills in the summer. The hive
fronts are painted in many different ways reflecting a rich
and historic culture of beekeeping and folk art. The painting
may also enable the flying bees to find home even when 30 hives are housed together. It was a most thought-provoking
subject. Maybe some who heard Andy speak will consider a bee trip to Slovenia in his footsteps, when better than on
International Bee Day – 20th May?
Finally, Ian Glastonbury travelled from Lincolnshire to tell us about
the intricacies of the Warre hive. He brought a beautifully built
example, slightly adapted. It uses a stacked box system of top-bar
frames. The boxes are smaller than a standard National hive and
each has a glazed side window behind a hinged shutter for limited
inspection without dismantling boxes. When the colony needs
more space, new boxes are introduced beneath the original(s) to
preserve heat. Honey harvesting has the limitation of any top bar
hive when stores and brood share
space in the comb in the absence of
a queen excluder.
All present were well informed by the excellent presentations and will hopefully pass the
word on that the event was worthwhile so that future meetings attract a bigger audience.
The committee will discuss how to achieve this and we would welcome suggestions such as
a change of date or better advertising.

Rob Doran
1.

Bee Gym marketed by www.vita-europe.com

New ‘hut’ at the apiary

Rising from the ashes the new
‘pavilion’ at the apiary is beginning
to take shape. Made from locally
sourced oak and all held together by
traditional green oak techniques of
drilling and pegging it is beginning
to look fantastic.
At the apiary meeting in June, Dave
gave a demonstration of what to
look for when inspecting brood for
disease.
The next apiary meeting is planned
for 13th July do come along and see
the progress with the building –
watch the website for details.
§
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There are many illustrations which you can look at for
diagnostic purposes, as well as the testing kits which
are available today.

Having diagnosed a problem

Developing coping strategies for disease

Coping with disease is a matter for the individual
beekeeper, how he or she wishes to develop a strategy.
At the workshop last Friday we outlined some of the
important things which beekeepers can do to mitigate
any disease problem. None of these are any good unless
the beekeeper actually practices the procedure. We all
recognize the importance of keeping various diseases
under control.
We know from experience that these diseases cannot
be eradicated, they are ever present in the environment
and will occasionally crop up but they can be kept under
control with good management. This can be achieved by
inspection early in the season before any equipment is
added to colonies. There is no ‘silver bullet’, you must do
it. We have practised this for many years and it does give
reassurance to the beekeeper and peace of mind.

Having a programme in place

This should be routine, you know what healthy brood
looks like, pearly white in the bottom of the cells,
anything other than that needs further investigation. It
doesn’t mean to say that if you see something you don’t
like you have definitely got a disease problem. There are
many things within a colony that are slightly ambiguous
so don’t panic, just look carefully at the brood itself and
follow the guidelines.

How are you going to deal with it? Time is important
and to control the spread you don’t want a colony
with a potential risk to other colonies in the area. The
clean-up process is fairly straightforward and one which
any competent beekeeper should be able to undertake
providing they are reasonably fit. It necessitates half a
pint of petrol in the feed hole to kill the colony, digging a
hole, lighting a fire in the bottom and making sure all the
frames and vestiges of any contaminant are contained
within that hole and burnt completely. The hive itself can
be sterilised by blowtorch which is the standard process
for dealing with a hive which has been contaminated.
I would urge any beekeeper buying second-hand
equipment to carry this process out before use.

Having dealt with the problem – next step

Careful examination of any contact colonies for a period
of six weeks is important. This is what we call follow-up
procedure to make sure that it hasn’t spread to other
colonies. Most of what I have outlined here is standard
process as laid down for many years by the authorities.
If you adopt these procedures you shouldn’t have any
worries whatsoever about disease. You should notify the
authorities of any suspect colonies. Of course this relies
on you knowing what disease looks like, if in doubt ask.
Any beekeeper keeping bees should be able to recognise
disease; the most important thing is to carry out an
inspection programme specifically for disease.
Happy beekeeping

Dave

Beginners course feedback
We have received the following comments about
the course from one of the participants:
‘After looking around at the different courses
on beekeeping I decided to do the Wye Valley
beekeepers course which, being over two weekends,
suited me better than six weeks of two hours in the
evening, which would mean a lot of listening!
Wye Valley was more hands on, which I prefer, and the
two instructors, old Dave and youngish Dave (old school
and new school), were full of facts and information and it
was fun.

I would say the only down side was having
people on the course who had bees and
weren’t really complete beginners, they
seem to monopolise the sessions to ask
about their bees and what to do for them,
perhaps there should be a separate course
for them.
I really enjoyed the course and would recommend it to
anybody.’

Richard Klimek
§
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

David Williams:

07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley:
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian interim host:
•

Peter Woodward: 07980 235949

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutsonw
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams
Geoff Dutson:
Cliff Rose:		
David Williams:
Peter Woodward:

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01981 240280

Technical Advisers:
•
•
•

Gareth Baker:
Dave Williams:
John Howarth:

01600 714323
01981 550320
01981 550733

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price

We now have a few nucs ready at the apiary. The
nucs include a Maisemore polynuc with six frames
to fit a National hive. The bees are from our hives
so they are locally adapted queens which are proven
i.e. laying well. The nucs will be inspected for disease
prior to sale. The cost will be £200.
Initially, these nucs will be offered to participants
taking part in the Practical Course but any remaining
ones will be offered to members on a ‘first come,
first served’ basis. Applications are to be sent to Rob
Doran

That hive – ongoing saga

Last month I told you about the self-hiving swarm, this
month the story continues. We searched the brood box
to find the queen cells that had led to the swarm and
found two that we had missed which were tucked in
corners at the edge of frames. As there were only two
we left them both. A few days later the weather was
unusual, it poured with rain all morning, then at 2pm the
sky cleared and the sun came out. It was a hot sun with
no wind and very humid, the temperature leapt to about
25°C very quickly. The bees from the troublesome hive
decided it was time to swarm again. We watched as they
assembled over the apple tree next to the hives and then
settled into two small swarms on either side of the tree.
One was high up, the other was reachable so we knocked
that one into a box and later on hived it up into a nuc
box. The high one stayed there overnight. The next day
the high swarm was still there but at about midday they
all lifted up, flew around and then all went back into the
original hive.
A week or so later the queen in the nuc has started laying
and so had the one in the original hive.

Mentoring Team:
•
•
•
•

Association nucs for sale - now ready

§
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What did I learn…I should not have left two queen cells,
only one as this left them capable of throwing a cast.
Maybe this sort of thing goes on all the time and it’s
only now that I have the hives in the garden I notice it,
however this lot seem to have done some unusual trips.

Peter W
For Sale

Various items of WBC equipment all in good
condition:
• Lifts £3
• Brood boxes £4
• Supers £3
• Queen excluders £2
If interested please ring Andy on 01544 340553.

