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Honey extraction equipment
for hire
It is now the time to start taking off
the main honey harvest, with this
hot dry weather the flow of nectar
may be slowing down. Once the
cells are capped then harvesting can
begin.

The WVBKA has a honey extractor
available for hire, as well as an
electric uncapping knife. A deposit
of £50 plus a hiring fee of £10 is
required for the extractor. For
each subsequent hiring in the same
season, a fee of £5 is chargeable.
The knife is hired out at £10. Deposit
for both the extractor and the knife
is £50. To check if the equipment is
available for hire, you can contact
June on 01981 550320.
§

Upcoming diary dates 2018
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

August 10th Apiary Meeting
August 22nd Committee Meeting
7.30pm
September 8th Kington Show
September 14th Apiary Meeting
September 30th Honey Show
and Harvest Lunch
October 27th Visit to Gwatkins
Cider
November 3rd Wax workshop
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2018 is: R E D

Would you also let us know if you
are or you know of any founding
member(s) from 1978.

Honey Show and
Harvest Lunch
Sunday 30th September at
Poston Mill Restaurant, Vowchurch.

Please enter the date on your
calendar. It is an important
one as we are combining the
show with our 40th anniversary
celebrations. This will include an
evening buffet and celebration
cake in the afternoon. Full details
and show schedules will be in the
September newsletter. Staging for
the show will take place from 2.00
to 3.00pm. There will be a form
for the buffet included which I do
ask you to return to me as soon as
possible to assist catering.

We are also looking for any
early photos of the association,
especially any which include Dave
Williams (auction, classes, honey
shows etc.) which you could lend
us to make a display. Rob Doran
will be dealing with the photos or
alternately you can send or give
them to me. Please mark them
with your name so we can return
them. We would like to see you
there – it should be a really good
afternoon and evening.

June Williams
§

Bee Festival at Hampton Court Castle, Hereford
Over the weekend of 18th to 19th
August 2018 there will be a
celebration of National
Honey Bee Day, come
and enjoy a weekend
filled with everything
bees! There will
be talks, stalls
and food all
in collaboration
with local associations,
beekeepers and producers. Also
look out for the bees as you
wander around the gardens here at

Hampton Court Castle.
WVBKA will have
their stand open all
weekend, come and
join us and talk to the
public about the marvels
of beekeeping.
The gardens, castle tours
and Orangery Cafe will be
open as usual. Normal
admission prices apply.
§

WVBKA August 2018 edition, page 1

Wye Valley Beekeepers Association

Apiary meeting 13th July
The meeting began at the
apiary and then moved to the
foresters’ shed. A good number
of members attended the
meeting and observed Dave
and David re-housing a nucleus
colony to a standard brood-box
hive. Two plain foundation
frames were interleaved
between the brood combs.
The bees were well behaved
and so were the beekeepers.
Peter then demonstrated, as
a teaching method, how not
to carry out removal of bees

from supers. There was emphasis on
avoiding pitfalls and minimising the
risk of robbing. Thanks to the three
teachers, we enjoyed interesting
discussion over hot and cold drinks.
The foresters’ shed has basic washing
facilities and electricity so will be
a useful shelter in poor weather,
pending the completion of the new
building.

We look forward to the next meeting
on 10th August. Confirmation of
the meeting and late details can be
obtained by joining David’s (ViceChair) WhatsApp group. Send him a
text message if interested.

Rob Doran
§
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August notes
By the time these notes reach you it will almost be
the end of the honey gathering period. There will be
a bit of what we call aftermath clover and no doubt
a little bit of late pollen. Time is short and any stocks
which are failing in some way should either be united
with queen-right stock using the ‘paper’ method or
repaired in some way in order for them to establish
and correct themselves for winter. Remember bees
going into winter need to be headed by a good
queen, be well fed and treated where necessary to
control the mites – don’t assume because you can’t
see the mites that they aren’t there. Don’t forget
to close your entrances down before taking honey;
you don’t want to get bees robbing one another
which will happen if you aren’t careful. You were
given various pointers recently at the meeting and
with regard to honey harvesting I do hope you have
taken these on board. The steps which we outlined
are borne out of experience so please try to follow
the guidelines to prevent any undue occurrence
of robbing. It is very rewarding that so many of
you turned up for these demonstrations. Practical
demonstrations are vital for any beekeeper to learn
and increase knowledge. Of course it goes without
saying that we are very pleased when numbers are
up for these demonstrations as it makes the job all
the more worthwhile. Please keep it up and we will
try to make demonstrations or talks – whatever you
like to call them, as interesting as possible. It’s very
gratifying that we have managed to gather a little
honey this year from our bees.
I have been looking at a few hives this morning; most
of what I see is already capped so if my bees are
anything to go by you will need to take that honey as
soon as possible – the sooner you take it the better.
One or two people have said they have had trouble
with queens this year but now it’s the time of year to
set your bees up for the winter.

It is too late to think about queen rearing as in
another fortnight or so they will be throwing the
drones out so it is far too late to think about
queen rearing in my opinion. However that
doesn’t stop you uniting colonies together, but
please make sure they are free of disease before
doing so, this is an absolute must. In addition
to this, one should be thinking about control of the
mite population. There are numerous treatments
out there on the market, just follow the instructions
and make sure that you have carried them out fully
– It doesn’t really matter which treatment you use as
long as you use one.

Storage of honey
It is far better to store your honey in plastic
buckets and bottle it as required. A temperature
of roundabout 50 to 55° Fahrenheit seems to be a
temperature of choice for storing, do not overheat.
When you come to bottle, overheating will raise the
HMF value if it is overdone and of course keeping
honey for an indefinite period will also raise the
HMF value. HMF value is a reading used when it
undergoes analysis by a chemist to determine its
quality. If the HMF is too high it is classified as
Baker’s honey. I’m not sure how many parts per
million this is at the moment, however I am sure if
you look around on the Internet it will be available
somewhere. This shouldn’t be a problem for the
average beekeeper with one or two hives in the
garden but it is more of a problem when selling to
the general public in larger quantities. Honey will
keep for many years without much deterioration
providing it is kept in a stable environment around
about the temperature which I have suggested
above. Which brings me nicely on to the next
subject.

Feeding honey to bees
This is a very dangerous thing to do unless you are
100% sure that it doesn’t carry any of the brood
diseases. Can I ask you beekeepers out there not to
indulge in feeding your bees with honey which is of a
foreign nature. We have known of beekeepers that
have purchased foreign honey to feed their bees, this
is an absolute no-no. If you really must feed your
bees with surplus honey then please be 100% sure
that it is from your own bees and not from other
sources. I know of at least one case in the county
where a beekeeper fed his bees foreign honey
resulting in brood disease.

continued on page 4...
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WVBKA Officers for 2018
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

David Williams:

07875 426089

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Susan Quigley:
01981 510183
New House Farm, Michaelchurch Escley HR2 0PT
quigley.susan@hotmail.co.uk

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian Interim Host:
•

Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

David Williams & Dave Williams

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01432 839251
01981 550320

Rob Doran
Mike Price

For Sale
Various items of WBC equipment all in good
condition:
• Lifts £3
• Brood boxes £4
• Supers £3
• Queen excluders £2
If interested please ring Andy on 01544 340553.
§

WVBKA Articles

This is your newsletter so please
contRibute to make it a success.

Association nucs for sale – now ready
We still have a few nucs left at the apiary
if anyone is interested. The nucs include a
Maisemore polynuc with six frames to fit a
National hive. The bees are from our hives so
they are locally adapted queens which are proven
i.e. laying well. The nucs will be inspected for
disease prior to sale. The cost will be £200.
If you are interest please call Rob Doran for more
information.

Honorary Auditor:
•

§

§

Website Editor:
•

Dave

The deadline for articles is the 22nd of the month

Jane Matthews
June Williams
Geoff Dutson:
Cliff Rose:		
David Williams:
Peter Woodward:
Dave Williams:

Do keep an eye open for that nice filled comb or
that fine jar of clear honey you’ve just bottled.
Stick ‘em in the Honey Show; remember ‘no
entrants equals no show’. See you there on the
30th September.

Just one article a year from each member will provide
enough content to keep the newsletter interesting
and varied. You can email articles to the Chairman,
Rob Doran at: brandoran@btinternet.com

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•
•
•

On that note may I wish you many happy days
beekeeping and with any luck full supers.

We need your photographs, articles, crossword
puzzles, seasonal advice, recipes - anything relevant
will do.

Catering Committee:
•
•

...continued from page 3
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