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Chairman’s Letter
I wish a Happy New Year to all members for 2019.

WVBKA Meet the Public
Saturday 16th March 2019
We will have a stand indoors
at Wyevale Garden Centre
at Kings Acre, Hereford to
advertise ourselves and promote
beekeeping in general to the
public.
This is part of our education
programme but also gives us
an opportunity to advertise the
Beginners’ Course which runs in
May.
If you are in town on that
Saturday please come and say
hello and if you have an hour or
two to spare we would appreciate
anyone joining in and helping
with the meet and greet.  If you
want to join us please contact one
of the committee.
§

Diary Dates 2019
•
•

February 16th AGM
March 16th Meet the Public
§

Queen Colour of the Year
2019 is: G R E E N

This year we are looking forward to the opening of the new lodge on
the Duchy estate at Shenmore.  We shall have access to the building
on a reservation basis and it should provide us with rooms for
meetings and presentations for all who wish to attend apiary events
whatever the weather.  An opening date has not been set but I am
told it is imminent.  We will therefore book a proposed calendar for
meetings in advance and aim to programme a list of relevant topics of
discussion through the season.
Sadly, David Williams has resigned as Apiary Manager and I would
like to thank him for all his hard work and expertise in increasing
and maintaining the colonies.  He has not provided a report but has
agreed to answer any questions from members at the Annual General
Meeting on 16th February.  The committee is in the process of forming
a new management team.  Any volunteers from the membership are
most welcome to come forward to help Dave.
A major change to the annual programme of events is that the
Speakers’ Day will be in October instead of June, with the aim of
attracting more members and guests from fewer competing outdoor
activities.  We are searching for good speakers and interesting
subjects.  Any suggestions welcome!
I am sorry to announce that Sue Quigley is stepping down as
Secretary after many years of service to the association.  We all
owe the smooth running of the many events each year to Sue’s
organisational skills and so many thanks are due to her.  I hope she
will remain on the committee.  We urgently need new members to
join the committee and especially to stand as officers.  We need to
elect a new Secretary and Vice-chair and any member can stand for
election.  If you are interested then please send nominations to Sue in
time for the AGM.
At the meeting there will be plenty of opportunity for members to
voice their views on how the association is run and to put forward
any ideas they wish to advance.

Rob Doran

§
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WVBKA Christmas Lunch 2018
December arrived and the first of our Christmas
lunches (WVBKA), was scheduled for the 8th at The
Castlefields, where we are always made to feel
welcome and have our own space.  It is certainly
value for money with good, wholesome food being
served complete with crackers and other festive
trimmings.

There was another fine turnout with 24 of us there
on the day.  Dinner was once again, followed by
mince pies and coffee.  There were excellent raffle
prizes this year – as the first ticket out I struggled
to choose.  Thanks to all those who donated prizes.  
The final ceremony was to award the named cups to
Honey Show winners.
Thanks as always to June, for organising a fitting end
to 2018 for WVBKA members.

Juliet
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adventurous things such as disease control and all
the other things which make beekeeping interesting.  
However, I do emphasise all who take part should
have at last gained confidence in handling bees.  
It is very easy for those that have kept bees for a
number of seasons to lose sight of the fact that
others are not as competent as themselves.

February Notes
There is very little one can do at this time of year
with your bees except keeping an eye on possible
wind damage, food requirements and the dreaded
woodpecker.  Apart from that there’s not much more
to be done.  Remember that food requirements will
steadily increase as the brood rearing progresses.  It
may only be small amounts but it will be gradually
growing – this is why you should keep an eye on the
reserves which are left in the hive.  If you find a hive
which is low on stores, then a block of fondant will
usually restore the balance.

Shenmore next year
There will be continuing developments at the site
with practical demonstrations.  For new beekeepers,
where possible there will be a large element of
‘hands on’ enabling them to gain confidence
in handling bees.  This will include many of the
established members who have bees but who wish
to gain experience and increase their confidence.  
When the fundamentals are grasped and beekeepers
are confident, we can then move on to the more

I have enjoyed the last two years, we have had
greater participation by members which is very
rewarding for the committee.  We must not let this
drop away as continued development is the way
forward building on success.  There are many aspects
of beekeeping that need to be reinforced and many
new aspects of beekeeping which can be developed.  
Come and join – in all are welcome and will be
encouraged.

New ideas for inclusion
Ideas will be discussed at committee level and
brought forward if it is felt necessary and there
are sufficient members wishing to take them up.  
Anybody with ideas for inclusion can contact me on
01981 550320.  These ideas will be put before the
committee to be ratified before inclusion.
We have the AGM coming up, please come along and
participate.  I’m sure there will be interesting things
going on that you may well want to be involved in,
apart from the AGM itself.
My best regards

Dave

§
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WVBKA Officers for 2019

Membership Renewal

Chairman:

Deadline Looming – Pay Now

•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Vacancy

General & Honey Show Secretary:
•

Vacancy

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian Interim Host:
•

Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

It is now time to renew your membership for 2019.  
As agreed at the AGM in February 2018, the fees will
be the same for 2019 as they were in 2018.  Please
ensure that you renew your membership as soon as
possible.  We have to make our payment to BBKA
by the end of February and the association can lose
out if we do not apply for the correct number of
members.
An application form can be downloaded from our
website which you can complete in the traditional
way or payment can be made through the website by
booking your membership and then following up with
a BACS payment.  Full details can be found at:
http://www.wyevalleybeekeepers.org

§

Association Apiary Management Team:
•

Dave Williams

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Juliet Parker-Smith
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
Cliff Rose:
David Williams:
Peter Woodward:
Dave Williams:

01981 500491
01981 251844
07875 426089
01432 839251
01981 550320

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price
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Association Apiary Honey For Sale
We have a small surplus of honey from the
Shenmore apiary which is available for members
to buy.  There are three buckets of honey which
have not been sieved and includes wax cappings.  
Each bucket contains about 20-25lbs of honey
and is being sold at £3.00 per lb.  If you are
interested in purchasing any honey then contact
Rob Doran
§

