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AGM Notes

The meeting went ahead with a
small number of enthusiasts in
attendance and all the Officers
and Committee were re-elected
for a further year. Happily, Dave
Williams also agreed to continue
running the apiary with assistance
for this season.
Our guest speaker was Mr Paras
Shah from Chingford, Essex who
demonstrated parts of the Flow
Hive, a relatively new type of hive
which has some unique features.
It contains manufactured frames
with preformed cells in food-grade
plastic which the bees line with
wax and cap off when full. Each
frame is thicker than standard and
so a smaller number fit in a deep
super, either National or Langstroth
box dimensions. Each frame can
accommodate 3kg of honey!

The size of the Flow Hive super
allows it to be added to a normal
brood hive which is a cheaper
option than buying a complete hive
set.
Paras explained that for a novice
the new system is good because it’s
easy to use and see what the bees
are up to without opening the hive
or disturbing the brood and queen.
Honey can be tapped at any time
without the need to sieve, heat or
spin.

Obviously it’s best used with happy
and docile bees, just as one would
wish in any apiary. It is definitely
something to think about if you’re
not already fully invested in
standard equipment.
Thank you to Paras for the
interesting introduction. There are
plenty of videos on YouTube of the
Flow Hive system in use. This is a
link to Paras’ channel here.

Rob D

My First Bee Emergency

One of my angling friends has
been talking about a wild bee
nest he had noticed in a tree near
the river on a neighbour’s land
for the last few months. He has
been helping the gardener there
and was a bit concerned about
being stung, especially as they
were using a chainsaw to manage
In use, the super can be drained
the surrounding woodland. His
of honey using a special key at the concern increased when the tree
rear which moves half of the frame fell over a couple of weeks ago,
either up or down by half a cell
splitting the colony in half with
width, at any time without opening both sides exposed to the sky
it.
and the weather. As Storm Ciara
neared, his concern became alarm
This action breaks the wax sides
which increased as Storm Dennis
of the cells and the honey trickles
approached. Something had to be
down and into a collector. The
done.
flying bees are untroubled at the
front.
My neighbour Andrew had not
been well, so I rang Peter, my
Queen Colour of the Year
mentor and he helpfully suggested
a cardboard box to put over the
2020 is: B L U E
hive. He seemed confident that

the bees would fly into it and we
could take them away – job done.
Off I went and carried out his
instructions but when he turned
up later to help me remove the
swarm, the box was empty. We
needed a plan B. I raced off and
got a tarp and tied it over the box
so at least they would have shelter
from the wind and rain which were
just arriving.
A wakeful couple of nights
followed, watching the river rise.
My neighbours across the water
continued on page 2...
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There is no doubt that it has been a very wet time,
however with luck it will not have affected the bees.
There is very little beekeepers can do at this time
of the year except keep a watchful eye on the food
situation. This is the time of year that the bees will
be gradually growing and increasing the amount of
food which they require to increase the population.
This is why it is necessary for beekeepers to make
sure they have adequate supplies to maintain their
development. Apart from that there is not much
to do except from stopping hives from being blown
over.
As you know, we have embarked on a trial to see
if we can cease treating our bees in the apiary at
Shenmore, this is an experiment which I hope will be
fruitful.
...continued from page 1

lost two hives. They had already moved the hives up
to protect them from the river flooding but the levels
we saw were unprecedented. The water was inches
from where the hive ended in the trunk.
I put a message out on our WhatsApp group and rang
Peter again, suggesting a bait hive. Some people
thought it a good idea but the opinion from those
with experience, was that this is the wrong time of
year and the hive would need to be cut out. Peter
had been flooded, Andrew was still unwell and most
people were struggling to cope with the flooding.
More weather warnings were coming in so I thought I
had better get on with it.
Double gloved and suited as protectively as possible,
I set about cutting the combs out of the tree to tie
them into some empty frames and place into a brood
box. The aim was to find the queen and get her in
too. The rest would then follow.
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Like all things beekeeping, when you start asking
questions there is always a surprise, namely a few
members are already not treating their bees and
haven’t noticed any problems. Watch this space
for developments. At the moment we don’t know
how many of the bees at Shenmore will be alive. I
intend to have a look round about mid-March to
see how they have fared. I personally don’t like
interfering with bees in the winter time, as they
are more resilient than we realise. Everything is set
fair for the coming season and I assume we will be
following the path that we did last year.
I am indebted to all those took who part in the
various deliberations last year. It’s very interesting to
see how other people approach beekeeping. We can
be very insular and assume that what we have been
doing for years is the right way but we shouldn’t
close our eyes to new developments. There is no
doubt that experience is very important for the
handling of bees but it’s not the only thing. Don’t
forget next week there will be a discussion on the
use of pollen for bees. This is a very interesting topic
– bees cannot survive without pollen as they need an
adequate supply for good development. There have
been many debates and discussions about pollen
over the years and there’s no doubt that a good
supply of fresh pollen is vital.

Dave

Of course, the bees were extremely cross. I was
destroying their home of 20 years. The combs were
difficult to cut out and not in a shape conducive to
placing in rectangles. The hive proved to be maybe
18 inches/half a metre deep. I got as much of the
comb as I could and saw that I was cutting brood in
half. Then I knew I was near the queen.
It was more and more tricky to try and cut the comb
and not to kill brood, bees or the queen herself.
Most of the comb removed and now dumped in the
brood box with only a bit neatly tied into frames, I
thought I could chase the remaining bees into the
box with the smoker. It looked like it worked but they
had moved around to the other side of the tree. I
chased them further and they all disappeared. There
were still a lot of them flying around me so I headed
off with the wheelbarrow thinking they would leave
me alone and go to the new hive, however the
continued on page 3...
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WVBKA Officers for 2020
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
•

Patricia Ronan:

buzzing continued. Thanks to a very patient man in
the phone shop, I managed to get the video working
on my phone and pointed it at my back. That’s
where they were! A nice swarm. The queen was
probably there as they were so calm. Back to the
new hive I went and jumped up and down over it to
shake them in. Fingers crossed and another wakeful
night. A visit the following day showed me that they
had simply returned to their old home.

07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
•

Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•
•

Dave Williams
Duncan Penkey
Geoff Dutson

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Lessons learned:
•

I could have simply put in a bait hive for them
to migrate to if necessary. I have done this
now.

•

Have a second beekeeper with you if you are
doing something as complex and radical as
cutting a hive out, even if you have to risk
waiting.

•

If possible, wait until it is warm enough (we
didn’t think it was possible in this case).

•

It might be best to cut the whole tree section
out with a chainsaw and just move it uphill. I
suspect that will be the next action.

•

Double gloving works. No stings.

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:

Laura and I are off to inspect them again today. I will
try and feed them and make sure they can survive
after all the damage I have done.

Website Editor:

You can view videos of the river in flood with the hive at
https://youtu.be/xQM9odKPSIU and https://youtu.be/
zAZhwDlb6ss

•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
01981 500491
Cliff Rose:		
01981 251844
Peter Woodward: 01432 839251
Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Patricia Ronan

Mike Price
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