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Extraordinary Times

Coronavirus (COVID-19):
what you need to do
Stay at home
•

•
•

Only go outside for food,
health reasons or work (but
only if you cannot work
from home)
Stay 2 metres (6ft) away
from other people
Wash your hands as soon
as you get home

You can spread the virus even if
you don’t have symptoms.

In the current turmoil it’s difficult to grasp the full ramifications of what
is happening in Britain, let alone across the world. While counting the
days in isolation following a trip abroad and absorbing every government
pronouncement on TV and radio, time itself seems to slow down as I am
forced to consider the meaning of ‘essential’. Which of my needs and
journeys are essential? The definitions have been clarified by the Health
Secretary in explaining the need to stay at home. ‘Essential’ are: food,
medicines, work and exercise if these can be found without coming into
proximity (minimum two metres) of anyone not in one’s household.
As announced in the WVBKA website and
online, all Association events are
either cancelled or postponed. In
particular, the Beginners’ Course
has been postponed. The situation
will be reviewed on 30th April but we
don’t expect to be announcing any
gatherings for some months.
The Apiary will continue to be
managed by Duncan, Clare and
Geoff under Dave’s supervision. The
WhatsApp group run by Duncan is
abuzz with ideas for helping members
in need and is a good source of
information.
Meanwhile our bees and all the world’s life forms are
exposed to the greatest experiment in atmospheric modification since
the beginning of the industrial revolution. This could be interesting.
In this unusual warm spell I’m looking forward to opening my hives
which, on the outside at least, are looking promisingly active.
Please stay safe and stay well.

Queen Colour of the Year
2020 is: B L U E

Rob D
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there is a need to examine, at least in the spring
when the bees are active. We have noticed that
generally, bees do better with fewer interventions
and less movement around to different locations.
We were involved in pollination for many years
and the comment was always that the bees which
were moved around didn’t do as well as those left
on their static sites.

April Notes
We are as a country in difficult times with this
dreaded virus. Now let me say right from the
beginning there is no need for any beekeepers to be
worried about their bees, they are essentially wild
insects and they have developed a unique way of
survival without help by man. The bees will manage
quite well without regular inspections, all you
actually need to do is make sure there is adequate
room for the bees to expand as they so
wish. I know many of you will say
that this is not real
beekeeping. Bees
have been around
millions of years
and have survived
ups and downs as
a result of many
ailments over the years but
they are still here.
Some beekeepers will say
they can't keep bees like
that. Quite a few of our members
will know I have kept bees for many years now and
I have listened to numerous lectures about how
to keep bees and how to get the best out of them.
By and large the inspections are mainly a waste of
time because more often than not intervention by
the beekeeper will interrupt the bees in their daily
duties. How often have you opened a colony of bees
and found there is nothing untoward but in order
to do that you have spent considerable amounts of
time taking the roof off, cracking the crown board
and moving frames and kit around. I have often
said in my notes that the least intervention by the
beekeeper the better. However, in order to keep
abreast of various ailments or check for disease,
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I hear you say what about the swarming? Yes, they
do but once established they usually stay where
they are and build vigorous colonies so why not
capture the swarm and start again. The salient point
here is how to treat the swarm once you’ve put it
in the hive and fed two gallons which will normally
get you up and running. A cursory look at a central
comb will usually tell you if you have a queen or
not. Then you don’t need to look again for at least
three weeks because there’ll be no brood hatching
so no expansion. After three weeks, if all is well, add
one or two supers for the remainder of the summer.
However, you will need to check
the brood to make sure it’s
healthy. If you find that they
have queen cells, then that
indicates the queen is past her
best. If you find queen cells
then leave well alone for at
least one calendar month. If
by then you haven’t got a nice
new queen laying, then you’ll
have to repair them. This can
be achieved in many ways. If
there are plenty of bees of the
right calibre then you can put in a
frame from a queen-right colony with
eggs but no adhering bees. This will allow them to
pull out some queen cells from that frame. Again,
the key thing is to leave them well alone for at least
one calendar month. Think about the life cycle and
how long it takes a queen to develop and get mated
and in most cases it will be roughly a month.
Take care of yourselves, keep well and hope to see
you shortly.

Dave
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WVBKA Officers for 2020
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
•

Patricia Ronan:

07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
•

Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Clare Penkey
Duncan Penkey
Dave Williams

Newsletter Editing:
•

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

• a high temperature
• a new, continuous cough

Geoff Dutson
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•

Do not leave home if
you or someone you
live with has either:

Check the NHS website
if you have symptoms

Geoff Dutson:
01981 500491
Cliff Rose:		
01981 251844
Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price
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