May 2020

Photo: Potato rows: Garnons Hill from Shenmore by Tim Dale

WVBKA Charity Registration
Number: 517008

Chairman’s Notes

Beekeeping is essentially a solitary occupation and so becomes easily suited
to a lockdown situation if one has easy access to one’s hives. It’s the hours in
between the beekeeping activity that
may be more challenging. There’s
only so much reading one can do. Still,
there is the wonder of spring and the
incredible clear skies and birdsong.
Venturing out the other day, I saw
our chief enemy at work on our
whitecurrants. This reminded me that
wasps are also pollinators.

A new format for Apiary meets

In order to avoid foregathering as a physical group, on Friday 24th Peter
Woodward convened a Zoom meeting on line. A group of about 18 assorted
boomers, millennials and other generations became ‘Zoomers’ for a session
of beekeeper question time. As it was a novelty for most, by the time all were
present and correct we had briefly covered six questions before our session
was timed out.

The main topics covered were:

Diary Dates 2020
All events remain postponed or
cancelled for the time being.
However, we look forward to
some relaxation of restrictions to
allow outdoor gatherings of small
groups, with suitable hygiene
practice in place, sometime this
summer.

Q. When to harvest rape flower honey?
A. As soon as the main flowers are ‘going over’.
Q. What to do with mould on otherwise empty brood frames?
A. Throw them out unless infection is minor, in which case the bees will
manage when the colony enlarges.
Q. Does a worker bee, when collecting nectar, accidentally or deliberately
collect pollen?
A. Both. But the collected pollen will be in sacs.
Q. When is the best time to make an artificial split to increase hive numbers?
A. When the colony is full of both younger and more mature bees which
is usually about 10th May. Need to be aware of other signs of impending
swarming at this time.

Queen Colour of the Year

It was a brief but enjoyable event during the prevailing constraints. Thanks to
Peter and to all who took part. We will probably do it again soon and questions
will start straight away. Those taking part must be punctual as a Zoom session
is automatically timed out after 40 minutes. However, there is no limit to
the number of sessions we can schedule. Once we are all more adept at this,
members can bring images, prepared typed questions and even video clips I
believe.

2020 is: B L U E
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§
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Saving a Bee Colony
In my job as a pest controller we have seasons when different work comes up. Just about now and for the
next few months honey bees become part of the job. Most often it is to deal with a swarm or with bees in a
chimney and wherever possible we try and save the bees and find them a new home.
This month I had a call out to remove bees from behind some clapper boards.

The bees were going in to the left of the door under the boards. After removing the boards I found…

After carefully taking off the membrane I found the main part of the colony and carefully removed it into one
of our collection boxes.
It’s now safely in a new hive and hopefully it will be alright.

Andy Strangeway
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If you have a colony which is on old drawn comb,
the easiest way is to put a clean set of brood combs
on the top and eventually the bees will draw them,
come up and occupy them. You can then gradually
remove all the old comb. This is one of the best
ways to accomplish comb replacement without
stressing the bees.

May Notes
Well here we are right at the start of a new season’s
beekeeping. The bees should be building up quite
well now, of course there will be some which will fail.
Out of the nine hives which we put into winter, eight
have come through with one failure. All is set fair
for the season with the bees being looked
after by Claire and Duncan as well as
Peter and Margaret. At this stage I
don't know whether we will be going
for growth or trying to produce as
much honey as possible as it’s too
early to make any predictions.
I know most beekeepers will lose the odd
hive here and there, this is quite common. The
most important thing to remember is to try and
understand why they have died and what you should
do with the frames which are left. If they are clean
and serviceable, then after being sterilised they can
be used again. Keeping brood chambers in good
order is part of good beekeeping and replacing three
or four combs with clean foundation is a good plan.

These days we are being encouraged to do all
sorts of things with our bees, most of which are very
harsh on them. These little insects have to work so
hard to build up a nice brood chamber. Giving them
a clean new house is fine but please remember you
need plenty of bees and of course, the income to
rebuild. Remember these bees have worked so hard
to establish themselves with pollen, if you give them
clean comb they have to start from scratch.
The management of bees is complicated because
different beekeepers have different ideas on how
to achieve this. I always rely on the premise
of working with them and using their
natural abilities to build. This can only
be achieved if you have good weather
with an abundance of nectar secreting
plants, as the bees can only work with
the tools which nature provides. The bees
will only do well if the above criteria is satisfied.
In times of dearth the bees will not produce and in
some cases they’ll go backwards. Don't expect too
much from your bees if they have no nectar or pollen
and poor weather. Be prepared to feed if necessary.

Dave

§

The Official English COLOSS 2020 Survey
Here is an important letter from Dr Anthony Williams, co-ordinator of COLOSS, the honey bee colony loss
survey.
Dear Beekeeper
In the last decade, elevated losses of western honey
bee colonies have been observed, mainly in Europe
and North America, but the underlying causes still
remain unclear. In 2008, European and USA honey
bee experts formed a network “COLOSS” realising
that efforts by individual countries to identify the
drivers of losses were unlikely to succeed, given the
current consensus that causes are complex and can

be different between regions and between the years.
Now more than 1000 scientists are working together
in this network in specific working groups.
The epidemiological working group have developed a
standardised questionnaire to identify the underlying
causal factors of losses and provide beekeepers
sustainable management strategies.

continued on page 4...
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WVBKA Officers for 2020

We now invite you to fill in the questionnaire for
2020 which you will find below.

Chairman:

https://www.bee-survey.com/index.php/958611

•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
•

Patricia Ronan:

07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
•

Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Clare Penkey
Duncan Penkey
Dave Williams

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com
Geoff Dutson
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Thanking you

Dr Anthony Williams
For further information about the COLOSS colony loss
core project and past results please see the COLOSS
website: https://coloss.org/core-projects/colonylosses-monitoring/

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/0021
8839.2019.1615661

Catering Committee:
•
•

Finally your help is much appreciated. Please can
I ask you to promote this survey, ensuring that
English data is represented as an equal partner in the
COLOSS European community.

Results from previous surveys have been published in
Journal Apicultural Research, the most recent article
was published as an open access document and can
be found at:

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

At your option your personal details may be recorded
however we undertake not to disclose them to any
third party to protect your privacy.

Email: anthony.williams@dmu.ac.uk

Newsletter Editing:
•

This will enable us to compare your answers with
other beekeepers. With your data we can estimate
the relative risk of colony losses for beekeeper
decisions such as Varroa treatment, migration of
colonies and comb replacement. We also aim to
identify differences in relative mortality risk between
regions. This will enable follow up research projects
in specific regions.

§

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
01981 500491
Cliff Rose:		
01981 251844
Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

Mike Price
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Stay safe
and well

