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Chairman’s Update
Calendar
As I write, it’s plainly not possible to schedule any
communal events in the near term due to lockdown
restrictions. However, in line with what occurred in 2019
your Committee has dutifully pencilled in the dates for
next year’s excitements – remember those? These are
putative dates which may or may not actually happen but
which are nevertheless soon to be posted on the website.
The next Association event will be the AGM on Saturday
20th February 2021 and we plan to conduct this as a Zoom
conference. The agenda and proposals will be circulated
in advance and hopefully we will have access to a voting
system for the meeting.
In order to manage a possibly and hopefully large
attendance, the Secretary will be hosting and controlling
the mute facility and receiving ‘chat’ comments during
the meeting.

Queen Colour of the Year
2020 is: B L U E ; 2021 is: W H I T E
At the same time Juliet has pointed out how difficult
it has been with so few contributors to maintain a
newsletter full of copy of interest. This raises the
question, while seeking more written input, whether to
move the newsletter to an edited but more interactive
online platform. Opinions by email (before it becomes
outdated) please.
Returning to the calendar, due to Covid-19 restrictions,
unfortunately our usual Association Christmas lunch is
postponed to 2021.
So, we can only look forward. Wherever you
are, have a happy Christmas.

Rob D
A word search puzzle by Rosemary Bashford...

The main items will be the election of a Vice-chair and
Committee and I will be ceding the Chair to Juliet ParkerSmith. We will also propose honoraria as usual for certain
Officers to acknowledge their considerable efforts on
behalf of the Association.
If any member wishes to propose a motion or an item for
the agenda at the meeting then please email this to me
before 20th January.

“Hallo My Lovelies”
When the WhatsApp group was set up a couple of
years ago, no one could have foreseen how useful and
important it would turn out to be. The ready access to
chat, advice, pictures and videos of beekeeping derringdo has kept many members occupied and sustained
through the hard times and isolation. Once I’d found I
could mute the ‘ping’ of each new message, it was easier
to allocate time to appreciate the dulcet voice-recordings
of our esteemed sage and Founder. It’s become our own
little piece of cyberspace so thank you Dave and all.

Word List: APIARY BROODBOX DRONE EXTRACTOR FLOWERS HIVETOOL
HONEY JARS LABELS MOUSEGUARD NECTAR POLLEN PROPOLIS QUEEN
SUGAR SUPER SWARM VARROA WASPTRAP WORKER
solution on page 4...
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re-use as some of the modern appliances are almost
impossible to sterilise.

Apiary Jobs for Winter
The weather has well and truly broken now so if you
haven’t taken your strips out you will be too late to do
so. There is very little one can do apart from making sure
your hives are sound and water tight from the weather
and securing roofs and things so they can’t be blown off.
Apart from that you can keep an eye on the food situation
and if a colony runs short of food you can put a block
of candy on to take care of this problem. This is quite a
good stop gap for those of you who haven’t fed your bees
enough stores this autumn. A block of candy keeps the
bees together until they’re able to look after themselves.
Do not feed syrup when the bees are in cluster as it could
create problems.
Now is the time to think about all that cleaning and
preparing for next year. You will need to wash extractors,
settling tanks etc. However, don’t use hot water for this
job as it only makes any wax particles stick to the various
appliances. Swill out with luke warm water to remove any
traces of wax first. Then you can finally rinse out with hot
water. It is most important to thoroughly dry equipment
with hot air to drive out any moisture in the seams etc.
You can then wipe over the surface with liquid paraffin
which will keep them in good order until you need to use
them again. Store in a dry place.
Your excluders will also need to be cleaned. Here are two
methods of cleaning:
For those with three or four hives. Leave until the
weather is cold when the wax will become very brittle.
You can then scrape and remove most of the excess
wax and then give a final rub with a wire brush. To help
reduce the spread of disease, return them to the hives
from which they came off in the spring.
For those of you with large numbers of excluders to clean
you can use a different method. I use boiling vats to
remove the wax and propolis from them. The key here is
to make sure the water boils at some point which will as
far as possible sterilise them.
Of course you need some cleaning agent to help with this
process. I use soda crystals as in my experience it is the
best cleaning agent I know for this job and it leaves the
excluders almost like new. Wire excluders can also be
done in the same way. For obvious reasons, do not inhale
the fumes from this process. When buying equipment
it’s important to consider how they can be sterilised for
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Over the years we have seen bees winter in all sorts and
sizes of hives; some in just WBC inner boxes which are
only half inch thick with just a roof stuck on top. These
bees always seem to winter without any problems so
you see there doesn’t seem to be any right or wrong way
to put your bees into winter. If you look at bees in their
natural habitat you will see that bees live, or appear to
live, in the same old ash tree or church or the odd oak for
years upon end without any apparent difficulty. Mostly
these feral colonies are well spaced out. We humans
come along, stick them in hives all in close proximity to
one another and expect them to perform for us which
is going against the natural order of things. I firmly
believe that small groups of three or four hives will and
do in most cases, out-perform larger groups with less
health problems. This is why the commercial or semicommercial beekeeper appears to have more health
problems than the hobbyist.
In our everyday beekeeping we quite often find ourselves
in conflict, I firmly believe if we keep our bees as near as
possible to the natural order of things we will have less
problems. Over the years I have been called to deal with
many feral colonies and have had the opportunity to
observe them. In fact the bees don’t behave in the way
they do in hives. As the food is consumed the bees move
very slowly onto fresh comb and in the spring you will find
them occupying different comb. This is the way nature
intended it to be. I haven’t heard of any recent outbreak
of disease lately but I will keep you informed.
Traditionally this is supposed to be the beginning of the
new season. I’m not so sure about that, I always prefer
to think of the spring as being the beginning of the new
season. However, I don’t believe it makes a great deal
of difference which way you think of it. The important
points are to put your bees into winter with a good queen
and sufficient stores, about 40lbs of stores will in most
cases be ample. At one time we were wintering 500
colonies and our losses were no greater than anyone else
so from experience we know that if your bees are healthy,
with a good queen and food that is about the best you
can do. All some people seem to think of is disease,
disease and more disease. When you come to consider
that bees have been around for over 60 million years,
more or less as they are today, then I don’t think we need
to worry too much as all this does is interfere with the
enjoyment of keeping them. Sometimes we are far too
clever for our own good.

Dave W

§
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...continued from page 2

The Birley Bees
Part 1
On the 24th of October, Andy Strangeway
put out a call to see if someone could
help a colony of bees in Birley whose
home, high up in an ash tree, was about
to be cut down. The trees were being
felled as part of general management as
they were aging and new trees had been
planted. The owner was concerned
and asked that the bees be rescued if
possible.
The hive was situated about 30 feet up (10m). The tree
surgeon had cut through the top of a hollow where the
trunk forked in two and saw the comb with bees inside.
He took the precaution cutting a round of wood and
nailing it to the top to shelter them from rain until there
was a decision of what to do next.
Peter and I arrived on the following Monday morning. It
was cold and damp so the bees weren’t too lively. The
tree surgeons, the owner and her land manager all came
to meet us and help. Access was via a scissor lift which
only took two people. One of them needed to be the
operator, so we quickly decided that the second should
be Peter given his experience (and my inexperience).
Manoeuvring the lift looked quite
technical, but the tree surgeon managed
to get Peter very near the hive. He
removed the new roof and Peter was able
to take a picture from both above and
below. New comb could be seen as could
the extent of the hive, which helped us.
Various options were discussed, including cutting the
part of the tree with the hive in and lowering it with a
rope or dropping it to the ground, or simply leaving it in
place until spring. However, both former options were
rejected as they were thought to be too risky for the tree
and the bees. The owner was keen to have the tree work
complete, so we plumped for felling the tree and hoping
for the best.
Tree surgeon number two, Dave stepped in here. He was
really keen to be involved and said that he had missed
all other bee rescues in his career so this was the one for
him. The three worked together to ensure the tree fell
in the right direction and the entrance to the hive was
exposed to us.
We watched as the bees emerged to find out what was
going on and were reassured as they seemed quite
relaxed and just a little dazed. Peter lit his smoker and
persuaded them to pop back inside so we could get on
with stage two of the process. He blocked the entrance

with some fabric borrowed from Rudi, the land manager,
and screwed some wood to the bottom of the hive where
it was slightly exposed.
Dave then donned my extraordinarily large bee suit and
cut the section with the beehive from the trunk and
proceeded to separate the hive from the trunk. This
complete, the hive fell away and, right on cue, Rudi
arrived with his tractor. They secured ropes to the hive
and dragged it a few metres away where it could rest
undisturbed for the winter. Finally, Rudi used the tractor
bucket to set the hive back upright.
It looked splendid! Completely inspired
by the work Claire and Duncan had
carried out in our Shenmore Apiary this
summer. We weren’t sure how the
bees would be once the entrance was
open again, so everyone moved back
whilst Peter removed the cloth. They
gradually came out.
Rudi tells us that they spent the next two days blocking
the entrance with their own bodies, even during the night
and in the rain, but then settled down and were busy with
normal activities.
As it hasn’t been a great year for honey and we didn’t
see much stores in the hive, in a couple of weeks we will
return to put some fondant on the bees so they have
enough food to see them through the winter.
Thanks to everyone who helped us with advice and
sharing their own experiences on this. It made all the
difference!

Part 2
A couple of weeks later, we went to look at the bees to
see how they were doing. Rudi had reported that they
had spent the first two days guarding the entrance to
their hive with their bodies on the outside – day and
night! A large amount of honey had oozed out of the
hive, indicating damage to the comb but the bees soon
retrieved it and settled into normal activity.
The plan was to put some fondant on for them, so they
would have adequate winter stores, and to see if we
could secure the entrance as
the size of it made them quite
vulnerable to attack now that it
was close to the ground. Peter and
Margaret took a very practical tall
step ladder – I arrived with one
half the size... doh! They measured
the hive at 1.7m, then Peter opened up the roof to look
at what damage there was from the felling. There was
clearly a lot of broken comb fallen down the hive. We
weren’t sure if the bees could get past it but decided they
continues overleaf...
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WVBKA Officers for 2020
Chairman:
•

Rob Doran:
01432 830056
brandoran@btinternet.com

Vice Chairman:
•

Juliet Parker-Smith: 01497 847214

Secretary:
•

Patricia Ronan:

07903 054699

Honey Show Secretary:
•

Vacant

Treasurer & Membership Secretary:
•

Roger Jenner:
01873 890467
Grove Cottage, Walterstone, Hereford, HR2 0DT

wvbkamembers@gmail.com

Librarian:
•

Vacant

Association Apiary Management Team:
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Clare Penkey
Duncan Penkey
Dave Williams

Tim & Belinda Dale: beedale@outlook.com

Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson
Duncan Penkey
Andy Strangeway
June Williams
Peter Woodward

Catering Committee:
•
•

Jane Matthews
June Williams

Mentoring Team & Technical Advisors:
•
•
•

Geoff Dutson:
01981 500491
Cliff Rose:		
01981 251844
Peter Woodward: 01432 839251

Website Editor:
•

Rob Doran

Honorary Auditor:
•

would probably manage. The main
hive seemed to be a good way down
the trunk, so Margaret thought it
best to suspend the fondant from the
roof, as near to the broken comb as
possible, so the bees could access it
without getting too cold. Peter did this with some garden
wire.
Next, Peter produced some ingenious small logs, through
the middle of which he had drilled a bee-sized entrance.
He held them to their entrance to judge which was the
best fit and tailored it further with his chisel. Meanwhile,
I found another use for those handy hive tools – digging.
I loaded a bit of old fence with some clay from the edge
of a nearby pond and plugged up the newly inserted
entrance block. Perfect – well almost, as the bees started
sticking to the mud on their way in. Peter (the sensible
one) placed a beautiful beech leaf just underneath the
entrance. Voila! The quintessential landing board for the
Bees of Birley.
All done, but too early to start on the cider, off we rocked
happy that the Birley Bees will survive the winter.

Patricia and Peter
Rosemary’s wordsearch solution

Newsletter Editing:
•

...continued from page 3

Mike Price

§
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